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S T  P A U L ’ S  C H U R C H  I N  E N G L E W O O D ,  N E W 

THE MESSENGER

Life is an opportunity. Life is a journey. A journey to saying 
“yes” to God who calls us the Beloved. Life is a journey to 
love; a journey to welcome; a journey to invite; a journey to 
peace; a journey to generosity.

From the moment we draw our first breath to the moment 
we breathe our last, we are both receivers and givers. How 
we move from takers of everything given to us to sharing 
everything we have is one measure of how we live into 
saying, “Yes.”

On our journey to generosity, we learn from our parents 
and other family members. We learn from friends and 
church members. We learn through our own actions and 
from hearing the stories of other generous people.

The gospel stories of Jesus inform, challenge, 
and inspire us. Whether it’s the story of the 
Good Samaritan, the rich young ruler, or 
Zacchaeus, Jesus invites us into what the 
journey to generosity looks like.

We have chosen Journey to Generosity as 
the theme for 2017 to invite everyone in 
our Parish Family into that journey. It is not 
simply about how much we give to support 

the mission and ministry 
of our Parish. The 
journey is about how 
we live our lives as the 
Beloved Children and 
People of God.

Are we generous in our 
dealings with others? 
Are we generous when 
we welcome the 
stranger and the 
strange to church on 
Sunday mornings? Are 
we generous in our 
forgiveness and in our 
acceptance of 
forgiveness?

We hope you find the 
Sunday meditations, 
questions, and this 
latest installment as 
helpful offerings our 
Parish Family travels on the Journey to Generosity.

Put simply, life is a 

God-given opportunity 

to become who we 

are, to affirm our own 

true spiritual nature, 

claim our truth, 

appropriate and 

integrate the reality of 

our being, but most of 

all, to say ‘Yes’ to the 

One who calls us the 

Beloved.

- Henri J.M. Nouwen
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WITHOUT “U”  WE CAN’T  HAVE  CHURCH

Our Christian Stewardship is about 
conversion. Conversion is such a 
loaded word. What I mean by 
conversion is changing our mental 
outlook, the way I look at things.

The conversion in our Christian 
Stewardship is a move to "Kingdom 
Economics." It's changing our view 
of life from the "cup that is half-
empty or half full" to one where we 
see "the cup is always full." That's 
not just the difference between a 
pessimist and an optimist - it is the 
difference between looking at life in 
earth-driven scarcity or looking at 
life with grace-filled abundance. In 
the Gospel of John, Jesus says, "I 
came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly" (John 10:10). 
Jesus wants us to have abundant life. 
God has given us everything we 
need. We have abundance. But what 
we often talk about is what we are 
lacking: there's not enough money, 
time, energy or people.

Jesus offers us another way of 
thinking. "Kingdom Economics" is 
open-sum thinking as opposed to 
fixed-sum thinking. Fixed-sum 
thinking is seeing the resources that 
are available to us like a pie:  there 
are only so many pieces. If I want to 
get more pieces out of the pie, I have 
to cut smaller pieces; therefore each 
person gets less. Fixed-sum thinking 
in Christian stewardship looks like 
this: if I give more of my resources to 
the church there will be less for me. 
The Church's gain is my loss. If I 
give more, I have less. 

Open-sum thinking looks very 
different: if I share my resources 
with others in the community, and 
my resources are put together with 
others' resources, there are 
unlimited possibilities to what we 
can do. Your gain is my gain is our 
gain. 

The classic story of open-sum 
thinking is the feeding of the 
5,000. This is obviously one of the 
centerpieces of Jesus' teaching 
because the story appears in all 
four Gospels and twice more as the 
feeding of the 4,000. Jesus is 
teaching in the wilderness. The 
disciples come to him and tell him 
that it has been a long day, and the 
people are hungry. They tell him to 
send the people away so they can 
buy food for themselves. Jesus tells 
the disciples to feed the people. 
Notice the disciples' thinking: they 
say they don't have enough. Jesus 
says to the disciples, "

What do you have? Go and see

As it turns out, there is more than 
enough - there is an abundance of 
food left over.

"What do you have? Go and see."

This is “Kingdom Econimics.” This is 
abundance thinking. This is open-
sum thinking. Your gain is my gain is 
our gain. This is the teaching and the 
conversion we need as Christian 
stewards because God has provided 
us with more than enough of 
everything we need. All we need to 
do is look at what we have and how 
we can put it with what others have. 
It is more than enough to do 
whatever we need to do.In every community, there 

is work to be done. In 
every nation, there are 

wounds to heal. In every 
heart, there is the power 

to do it.

Marianne Williamson The Rev. Dr. William H. Allport, II

Half-full or Half-empty?

The glass is always full!
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D I SCERNING YOUR COMMITMENTS  WITH  GOD

Count Your Blessings
We live in anxious times.
It is easy to focus on what we want and what we fear rather than on 
what we have.  Sometimes the lines between what we want and 
what we need become so blurred it is difficult to discern the 
difference. However hard life seems, we have things for which we 
can be thankful.

Action
• Write down the things for which you are thankful.
• Share your gratitude list with someone you know.
• Set aside time each day to give thanks for all the ways God blesses 

you.

Pause for Reflection
• As well a being thankful, we need to acknowledge our anxieties.
• What money worries do you have? Write them down.  
• Share them with someone you trust. Share them with God  in 

your prayer. 

Take Stock of Your Blessings
Most of us don't enjoy budgeting. Whether we feel we need to or 
not, making a budget is a good way of managing the financial 
resources God has entrusted to us. It enables us to take control and 
make decisions as to where we allocate money. Without making a 
budget, we may unwittingly allow money to leak away in some 
areas of our spending.

Action
• Review your monthly income and spending. Reflect on how you 

spend your time - sleep, work, TV or screens, eating, etc.

Pause for Reflection
• What does this exercise reveal about your priorities?
• What might you seek to change in the way you allocate your 

money?

Seeking Contentment
Learning contentment is one of the most significant disciplines we 
can achieve. Many people have amassed large debts chasing their 
dreams, only to find that their latest purchase provides only fleeting 
fulfillment. Contentment reduces our desire to spend, creating a 
cushion between our spending and our income. This brings about 

the opportunity to save, to give away, or to buy something special. 
If, on the other hand, our spending is regularly ahead of our 
income, then the inevitable consequence is debt. Debt can be 
difficult to manage and arises for all sorts of reasons. If you have 
significant debt, you are encouraged to take action as soon as 
possible.

Action
• What clutters your life?  Look back at your budget. 
• What could you cut to free up more money?  What about your 

schedule? 
• What would give you more time to do the things you really want 

to do?  
• Are you spending your time and your money on the things that 

are really important to you?

Pause for Reflection
• Why do you think Jesus links the sending out of the disciples to 

living without the clutter of possessions?

Building a Generous Community
Times of recession bring people together - those with physical, 
spiritual, and emotional needs meeting those with a willingness to 
share.  Today many neighborhoods are less strong then they used to 
be; residents barely know the names of their neighbors, recognizing 
them only by the car they drive.  We may have a stronger sense of 
community at work, church, or the gym - or even in the virtual 
world.  A sign of commitment to a community is our willingness to 
sacrifice something to meet the needs of others.  As the body of 
Christ, our faith communities can demonstrate Christ's love in 
practical ways.

Action
• Spend some time getting to know the needs of your neighbors, 

your colleagues,
• and the people you encounter every day.  
• Where do you see need?  What can you do to help?

Pause for Reflection
• In what ways can we share as a faith community?  
• How does the sharing in the early Church shape how we give 

today?

Please use these reflections and questions to help you and your household discern your commitment with God and God’s Church.

We live in difficult days and contentious 
times. If we are going to find our way 
forward together, we have to know each 
other. We don’t have to always agree. Even 
as we live in that tension, though, our faith 
calls us to be people of a different way/ We 
need to stop dehumanizing others, and do 
the hard, essential, and sometimes joyful 
work of really knowing the people around 
us. That’s what real peacemaking looks like. 
And, yes, we do need to find our way forward 

together. If we’re not together, it’s not 
forward.

We have begun a simple statement to the 
larger area, Christ’s call of grace to our 
neighbors. We have a new banner and signs 
like the image shown left, and hope you’ll 
consider making a statement of grace and 
community to those on your street or 
building. Pickup your own sign at St. Paul’s.

After you finish these reflections, let yourself consider God’s abundance, your part in generosity, and commitment through St. Paul’s
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WHAT’S  A  “STEWARD,”  ANYWAYS?
 A steward is a 
person who has 
been entrusted with 
another’s resources 
and who seeks to 
manage those 
resources according 
to the generous giver’s vision and values. 
As we hear in scripture, God calls us to 
recognize that everything we have is a 
gift from God — and that those gifts 
are to be used for his glory and to 
further his kingdom. .

We, at St Paul’s, recognize that in 
addition to acting as responsible 
stewards of our talents and skills, we 
must also be stewards of our possessions 
and finances, and we want to provide a 
variety of tools to help you better 
understand stewardship.

We certainly must be good stewards of 
all that God has given us: money, time, 
talent, influence and position. 
Therefore, generosity and stewardship 
are about much more, but not less, than 
our financial resources. Jesus said, “For 
where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Mt 6:21). Our heart’s 
inclination is to worship anything other 
then God. Living in the New York area, 
money can become an idol. Giving it 
away generously to God’s service can 
liberate us from our idolatry and fix our 
eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2).

From the humble beginnings over 150 
years ago, God’s vision for St Paul’s  has 
been to build not just a good church, 
but through the ministries of the 
church, to make reality the first petition 
of the Lord’s Prayer, “on earth as in 
heaven.” 

With such a rich heritage and dedicated 
community partners, as we have, it is 
easy to think that your individual 
contributions do not make a difference 
to the work of God’s mission that is 
being done. However, more than 83% 
of the resources for ministry programs 
and facilities comes from the weekly 
giving of our members and community 

partners. Your giving counts and is 
greatly appreciated! Think how much 
more we will do with deeper 
commitment and investment with God!

The further 
growth of our 
part in God’s 
mission of 
grace and 
transformation 
in the world must come through our 
own commitments and share in God’s 
abundance. So ask yourselves, “How 
can I demonstrate my commitment of 
faith with God?” “What intentional 
step can say, ‘I choose you and your 
ways, Dear Lord.’?”

A great first step: provide a pledge card 
for next year.

Another step: expand your 
commitments a little further -  a new 
ministry, specific invitations to others, 
$20 or $30 a week.

About the Tithe
Tithing is 
the ancient 
biblical 
concept 
rooted in 
agricultural 
society’s 

response to God from the fruits of the 
earth. Biblically, the Tithe cannot be 
separated from our worship of God and 
support of those in need. 

Tithing - the act of offering to God ten 
percent of one’s blessings - remains the 
guide by we confront the tendency on 
our part to be skimping, greedy, unjust 
and uncharitable. Tithing is a 
disciplined and faith-shaped form of 
caring and sharing. Tithing is not an 
imposed legal obligation, but a chosen 
spiritual discipline. One does not tithe 
casually. Tithing is more than charity, 
and a great deal more than giving to a 
charitable organization. 

Tithing is a personal conviction about: 
The purpose of God, the value of God’s 
kingdom, the importance of the Christ, 
the urgency of teaching the Faith, and 
the centrality in my life of Christian 
community. The standard of giving in the 
Episcopal Church is the tithe: ten percent 
of one’s money, time and talents offered for 
the full work of the Church. 

As you examine the various ways of 
giving, keep the following realities in 
mind: 

1. Tithing is an attitude, the 
development of which satisfies the need 
of human beings to give, and 
transforms Christians into actual 
partners with God in God’s work. 

2. The phrase “I give to my Church 
what I can,” is subjective and deceptive. 
Our giving often reflects self-
indulgence, rationalization, hoarding, 
and “control.” Tithing is not “leftovers” 
given to God, but an affirmation of our 
Lord’s conviction: “Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.” 

3. People who are grateful for their 
blessings and are generous in spirit 
usually hunt for ways to increase their 
giving. Our Parish Family can 
accomplish all of our programs, ministry, 
and building needs - and more - if each 
household would tithe on that money, 
time, and talent over which we have 
spending and commitment control: 
Food, clothing, shelter, education, 
transportation and leisure - blessings 
indeed! 
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SERV ING,  NURTUR ING,  &  LEARNING AS  A  CHURCH OF  GENEROS ITY

Food Sunday
We have designated the first Sunday 
of the month for the collection of 
food for the Center for Food Action, 
with a designated food item. Please 
pick up food at the store and bring 
them with you to be blessed with our 
prayers before delivery on Wednesday 
following. Volunteers are welcome to 
help deliver the food. Food items for 
the coming months are: November - canned meats or fish; 
December - pasta and sauce; January - peanut butter and 
jelly.

Feeding Sunday: 
St Paul’s has been 
volunteering for over 
30 years with the 
help of cooks and 
drivers to take and 
serve warm meals to 
the homeless in 

Hoboken. Thank you to these continued, wonderful, and 
dedicated volunteers: Leen & James Mosley, Molly Berry, 
the McDaniel Family, George, Joe Hill, Pat O’Neil and 
Mary Johnston, the Martinez Family, and the Jackson 
Family.

We are always looking for volunteers to help drive and serve 
the dinners on the second Sunday of each month. Speak 
with Gary Mason with your interest or questions.

Healing Sunday
Every third Sunday (following the 8am 
Service & during Holy Communion at 
the 10:30am Service) there are faithful 
and caring prayer ministers who are 
ready to listen to your particular needs, 
hurts, or concerns, and pray with you 
on the spot.... right then and there! We 
give thanks to our faithful prayer 
companions: Robin Jackson, Coralius 
Noble, Jonathan Stevens, and Robin Taylor. If you have a 
passion and call for intercessory prayer don’t hesitate to 
speak with them and join us!

Day Camp
Every summer, our Parish Family hosts a week-long day 
camp. The camp offers a safe place for kids from our 
community, as well as a dedicated dose of Christian 

formation and learning about Jesus. This year we exceeded 
capacity for the week!

We give thanks to Kai Alston for her 
coordinating of materials, resources, 
and volunteers (she takes a week of 
vacation to help)! We give thanks for 
the great team of counselors from 

our diocesan camp, Crossroads! 

We also want to thank the adult volunteers that helped 
throughout the week: Nicole McAllister, Gary Mason, Ben 
Miller, Coralius Noble, Shelly and baby Ashira Carmona, 
and Mia Robinson. We give thanks to all of you that 
supported Day Camp with your prayers, scholarships, 
meals, counselor lodging, and the grace of Jesus!

Crossroads Summer Camps
Every summer, Fr Bill 
serves as chaplain for a 
week at our diocesan 
camp, Crossroads, in Port 
Murray, New Jersey. It’s a 
great time away for youth 
and older elementary aged 
children, filled with 
singing, games, eating, 
worship, and learning 
more about our faith. 
Here's a view of Fr Bill 
and the closing worship.

Nearly Second Sunday Youth Event

The latest Nearly Second Saturday 
Youth Event for 2017 was October 14 
at St Paul’s. We shared dinner, 
fellowship, fun, prayer, & learning as 
we talked about the power of our faith 
to overcome our fears and anxieties. 

We also 
welcomed 
the the Rev. Sheelagh A. Clarke, 
Interim Coordinator for Youth 
& Young Adult Ministries from 
our Diocese, to experience the 
new things happening at St 
Paul’s. We have at least 15-18 
youth attending each month. 
The regular events also afford 

another time for mentees and 
mentors for our Timothy Project Mentoring Program to see 
each other.

D a y
C a m p
2 0 1 7
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Thanks to Darryl Banks, Jessica Jackson, and Ben Miller 
for jumping in to help Kai Alston for each month’s event!

Join us next month, and bring your friends, for a Night 
Out! Youth in middle and high school are welcome – and so 
are friends!

The 2017-2018 dates for the Nearly Second Saturday Youth 
events are: 
November 12, 2017
December 9, 2017 - Caroling Night, 5-9 pm
January 13, 2018
February 10, 2018
March 10, 2018
April 14, 2018
May 12, 2018
June 9, 2018, Summer Barbecue

Children’s Service
Every Sunday at 9:45 am, we offer Awake 
My Soul, a 30 minute Eucharist for 
younger children (early preschool and 
elementary), kids with different needs, or 
families seeking to introduce their kids to 

worship with the widest range of behaviors acceptable and 
lots of ways to participate.

The time of worship is fun-filled with lots of energy. Some 
Sundays we may dance as a part of our songs or take a mini-
field trip to see something around the Parish facilities to 
help us understand the scripture and lesson .for the 
morning. If you have kids or grandkids, consider brining 
them to experience the glory of our worship and liturgy in 
ways they understand.

Sunday School
We have begun a new school year at St 
Paul’s with the restrart of weekly Sunday 
School for elementary aged children. 
Sunday School is geared currently for 
elementary aged children. Kids with our 
teachers in the Upper Room at 10:30 am. 
Sunday School gathers weekly, except for 
the second Sunday of the month, Family 

Sunday. 

Many thanks to the adults and young adults that have 
volunteered to help join monthly teaching teams for the 
year: Jeff Johnson, Joe Hill, Margaret King, Mike Carter, 
Nicole McAllister, Vero Dhont, Gary Mason, and Michele 
Simon!

Baptism
Homecoming Sunday Sunday, 
September 11, is the next Sunday 
offered for baptisms. If you know 
of anyone who desires the 
sacrament of Baptism, please call 

the Parish Office (201.568.3276) or email 
(office@stpaulsenglewood.org) to arrange a meeting with Fr 
Bill for preparations.

The future observances to include baptism for children and 
adults will be 

November 1, 2017 (All Saints’)
January 7, 2018 (Epiphany)
Saturday, April 1, 2018 (Easter Vigil)
Sunday, May 20, 2018 (Pentecost)

SERV ING,  NURTUR ING,  &  LEARNING AS  A  CHURCH OF  GENEROS ITY
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Diocesan Youth Events
January 5-7, 2018: Young Adult Retreat
January 19-21, 2018: Family Retreat
February 16-18,2018: Elementary Retreat
March 9-11: Middle School Retreat

Go online to http://crossroadsretreat.com so you can 
participate and join in the fun!

Wednesdays
Join Fr Allport in an in-depth study of the letters to the 
Galatians and Thessalonians. No prior knowledge or study is 
required. The study and discussion begins at 7 pm following 
the Wednesday 6:30 pm Holy Eucharist and Healing 
Prayers.

Love to Knit? Want to Learn?
Meet the Shawl Ministry

Do you love knitting? Do you want, or someone you know, 
want to learn? Come meet the Shawl Ministry of St Paul’s!

The concept of groups of women sewing, quilting, or 
knitting for the benefit of those in need is as old as 
womankind itself.  Shawls… especially those knit in an 
atmosphere of prayer - serve to wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, 
give solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify.  As such they 
are symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally Loving God.  
Those who receive these shawls are uplifted and affirmed; 
those who knit shawls are uplifted and affirmed.

They would be delighted anyone interested in knitting or 
knitting for a greater purpose! The Shawl Ministry gathers 
the first Tuesday of the month — next meeting will be 
November 7th — and all knitters are welcome.

Likewise, please let us know if you would like to receive a 
shawl either for yourself or someone else.  Shawls will be 
blessed the second Sunday of every month.

Come be part of it of this beautiful expression and 
extension of pastoral care!

Thanksgiving Day & “Linner”
St Paul’s has provided a Thanksgiving Meal for the wider 
Englewood community, offering a place of welcome and 
warmth for those without means, without families, or any 
other reason. Last year over 70 people attended. This year 
we need your help if we are going to continue this 

worthwhile work of mission and grace to the community. 
The meal will follow the 10:30am Thanksgiving Day 
worship. Instead of dinner, we’ll be sharing “Linner” (a 
lunch-dinner).

We’re praying a new team of individuals will join in the joy 
and preparations. Prayerfully consider sharing your gifts of 
leadership to guide the preparations, offering your gifts of 
cooking to prepare components for the meal, expressing 
your gift of hospitality by helping welcome and serve at the 
meal, or showing your gifts of order making by helping with 
set-up or clean-up. Speak with Father Bill Allport or Kai 
Alston with your interest or questions.

Timothy Project Mentoring Ministry
The Timothy Project is our ministry with young men, ages 
16-22, as they approach significant points of discernment in 
their lives, i.e. college, trade school, employment, 
independence, fatherhood, new marriage. Our mentoring 
ministry continues to impact the larger community. The 
ministry have developed relationships with the Bergen 
Family Center to reach more young men, as well as 
recruited mentors from Community Baptist and Galilee 
United Methodist churches to reach more young men. As 
our ministry continues to expand and deepen, we need 
mentors willing to join young men as in their journeys, 
meeting. Current mentors typically spend one afternoon per 
month with a young man, with more frequent contacts by 
telephone, emails, or other means encouraged. Please 
contact Dr. Albert Griffith, Rodney Jackson, or Gary 
Mason, to offer your time, wisdom, care, and experience to 
these young men.

Confirmation Services 2018
St Paul’s and Grace Church, Madison have been asked to 
host the six (6) diocesan confirmation services for 2018. St 
Paul’s dates: April 15, 3 pm; April 22, 3 pm; April 28, 10 
am. As we prepare to welcome friends from across the 
Diocese, we hope you will join in helping, particularly with 
the hospitality ministry of greeters and ushers.

SERV ING,  NURTUR ING,  &  LEARNING AS  A  CHURCH OF  GENEROS ITY
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Pray for the expansion of Christ’s 
Mission through, and the Spirit’s 
enlivening of, our Parish Family!

Mission Prayers
Parish Mission Prayer
Almighty God, giving of all things, we 
thank you for the diversity of beauty, 
grace, and abundance you set within us 
as this Parish; send us out with the 
continual anointing of your Spirit to love 
others with the same love we know from 
you in Christ Jesus. With your help, may 
we proclaim the Gospel, seek the truth, 
and strive for peace and social justice 
that all may know the power of his 
forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

An Irish Fisherman’s Prayer
Dear Lord, be good to me. The sea is so 
wide and my boat is so small. Amen.

Stewardship Prayers
A Steward’s Prayer
Count me in, Lord! I want my life - all that 
I have to offer - to be a part of the mix. I 
add a pinch of joy, a dash of laughter, 
and a full cup of compassion. So blend 
our lives together, and stir us that the 
outcome may nourish many, and cause 
hearts to sing and faces to glow with life, 
until all who hunger for Love are satisfied.  
Amen. (For Starters by the Rt Rev 
Michael Creighton)

A Child’s Stewardship Prayer
Thank You, God, for each new day and 
for the time to work and play. Please be 
with me all day long through every story, 
game, and song. Teach me how to give 
and share the gifts you've given to my 
care. May all the many, many things I do 
show all the love we receive from you! 
Amen!

Tapping into the 

Power of Prayer

Pray  Without  Ceas ing

On December 2nd, we will hold a Trick Tray Auction to raise funds to make 
our building handicap accessible. Making our building accessible to people with 
mobility challenges will benefit our Parish, as well as the non-profit 
organizations and community events that we regularly host.

Although making it possible for everyone to move around the building and use 
restrooms with dignity sounds simple, these modifications will cost at least 
$20,000. We are determined to make sure everyone who enters our building 
feels welcome. We would sincerely appreciate your support in making our holy 
practice of hospitality a reality.

How can you help?

First, we need you to invite your neighbors, your friends, and your family to 
join us for the celebration and festive evening on December 2nd.

Second. we need items for the auction baskets. We welcome your donation of 
goods or service is welcomed. Some ideas are:
• “White elephant” gifts (gifts received but never used—think re-gifting). These 

must be new/unused and in original packaging if at all possible.
• Make a Theme Basket (Cheer, Italian Foods, Breakfast, Beauty Basket, 

Children/Family Game/Video Night, Pet Supplies, Pamper your Guy etc.)
• Certificate for a home- made food or baked items (a batch of your famous 

cookies perhaps?)
• Use of your vacation home or timeshare (beach, lake, mountain)
• A ride to an airport
• Donation of a specific skilled service (computer expertise, gardening), Labor 

provided for a project with specific hours, or pet sitting/care
• Dinner for a specified number of guests delivered to winner’s home on an 

agreed upon date—specify menu or theme (this is a good one for all you great 
cooks in the church family!)

• Any type of gift certificate, including spa and grooming certificates
• Any theatre/concert tickets such as NJPAC/BergenPAC/ Symphony tickets
• Handcrafted items (quilts, needlepoint, knit/ crocheted throws, baby items 

etc.)
• Plants and flowers (hanging baskets, potted plants, flower arrangements)

We’re pursuing donations from local businesses as well, if you have a business 
that you regularly deal with please ask them to donate goods or services. 
Remember that friends, family and co-workers are all possible donors.

We ask that non-perishable donations be dropped off at the church 
before November 10; arrangements for delivery of perishable items such as 
plants or food items will be made closer to the date of the Tricky Tray. Donation 
sign-up sheets will be posted. Please contact Coralius Noble, committee 
chairperson at 201-888-7812 or corlissn@yahoo.com for questions or request 
for further information or to volunteer your help.

Thank you for your donations and support of this event!
The Tricky Tray Committee

ADVENT TR ICKY  TRAY
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PRA I S ING AS  A  CHURCH ON PURPOSE

Come and Sing with the St Paul’s Choir
The St Paul’s Choir season began on Sunday morning, 
September 17. We have a great year planned, and will be 
working on Tomás Luis Victoria’s beautiful Requiem for our 
annual All Souls’ Observance on Sunday, November 5 at 5 
p.m.

Membership in 
the Parish 
Choir is open 
to all adults—
you don’t need 
to be a member 
of the parish to 
join. Rehearsals 
are every 
Thursday 
evening from 7:30 to 
9:30, and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30. 
And we’re off one 
Sunday a month! 
Four professional 
section leaders 
provide musical and 
vocal leadership for 
each voice part. You 
don’t need to have 
any prior experience 
in choral singing—
just a love of music, 
and a willingness to 
commit to our 
regular schedule of rehearsals and services.

Come find out why choir is good for you! We are a 
wonderful, mutually supportive community, and we have 
great fun singing together every week. Feel free to find out 
more—give me a call in the Parish Office (201.568.3276) or 
email me at mtrautman@stpaulsenglewood.org.

New Choir School Year Has Begun
The St Paul's Choir School kicked-off with our Open House 
on Saturday, September 2 the Parish Hall.

The program is tuition-free and open to all children ages 8 
through high school. The St Paul’s Choir School program is 
based on the idea that all children are able to sing, given 
encouragement and instruction. We are a unique after-
school program that offers professional choral training, voice 
and piano lessons, music theory, leadership development, 
and mentoring to children and teenagers. Each chorister 

receives individualized attention in a dynamic, creative, 
structured, and hands-on setting from caring teachers who 
are accomplished professionals in their areas of instruction. 
Our students come from Englewood and surrounding 
towns, representing a wide range of cultural communities, 

and from many faith traditions. No 
church membership is required, and 
choristers need only commit to the 
regular rehearsal and singing schedule. 

Do you know a child who likes to 
sing? Check us out at stpauls-
choirschool.org or call me in the 
Parish Office at 201.568.3276 or 
email at 
mtrautman@stpaulsenglewood.org. 
Everyone is welcome!

Upcoming Musical Opportunities
Handel’s Messiah at St Paul’s

On Sunday, December 3 at 5 p.m. our combined adult 
choir and choir school choristers and small chamber 
orchestra will present the Christmas portion and Hallelujah 
Chorus of George Frideric Handel’s Messiah, the most loved 
and performed work in the choral repertoire. We will be 
joined by Karol Steadman, soprano; Giulia Utz, contralto; 
Ravon Middlebrooks, tenor; John-Andrew Fernandez, bass; 
and Mark Trautman, conductor.

In the late 1940s and early 1950s a community Messiah 
sing was held at St Paul’s featuring our choirs, First 
Presbyterian Church Choir, Bergen Choral Society, and 
friends all under the direction of John Harms who served 
here from 1947-57. The famous 20th century organist and 
one time Englewood resident Virgil Fox accompanied one 
of these performances. Choral singing is a wonderful way to 
build community and friendships, and anyone from the 
parish or the community is welcome to join us for rehearsals 
on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. There are also many practice 
helps available online. 

This is a great opportunity for our community, and I look 
forward to everyone’s support for this great concert. Special 
opportunities to help defray the cost of the orchestra are also 
available. Please call Mark Trautman in the Parish Office for 
more information. 

Music at St Paul’s Series, 2017-2018
Sundays at 5 p.m.

November 5 Annual All Souls’ Vespers

December 3 Handel’s Messiah 
Presented by St Paul’s Choirs and Orchestra
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We belong! It’s that simple.

And yes, “to belong” is also a verb, especially when the 
subject it refers to in a sentence—or in one’s life—is God. 
This is the good news we hear from St. Paul in his letter to 
the Church at Corinth. God has generously called us as the 
body of Christ.

Together, we, as the Parish Family of St. Paul’s, are 
building God’s beloved community here in this place. 
Through our collective witness and ministry, God’s love 
flows from us to our neighbors and to the world.

Sustaining this ministry financially is our collective 
responsibility. As we enter a season of prayerful reflection 
on supporting our beloved community, we celebrate the 
many gifts we have by belonging to our Parish Family. In 
joyful thanksgiving for these and God’s many other 
blessings, we’re called to share of the financial abundance 
God has shared with us.

For our Parish to continue its powerful witness to God’s 
love for the world, we must fund the stone and mortar, the 
beautiful worship and the life-changing ministries that 
exist solely because we are called to praise God and feed 
Jesus’ sheep. If we are to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons and love our neighbors as ourselves (bcp 1979, 

305), we must joyfully give back a portion, not of our own, 
but of God’s bounty.

We, therefore, invite you to join us in making a meaningful 
financial commitment to our collective work of building 
up the church and its work in service to God’s creation. 
God provides us generously with the resources to do what 
God calls us to do. 

We’re asking you to trust that God will provide for your 
needs, just as you provide for the needs of our Cathedral 
and its family. Living generously means living into your 
faith and trusting that your sacrificial giving will not put 
you in a bind, but instead be rewarded in unimaginable 
ways. The theology of stewardship is a relationship 
between people who bring the full resources of their 
combined humanity to the table and who share them 
generously.

Join us this year in equipping the saints (you and me!) for 
the works of ministry. Every gift counts, every pledge 
makes a difference, every commitment builds up the body 
of Christ. When we give, we discover that life is holy. 
What a great gift it is to share of God’s abundance... 
thanks be to God!

Let us trust and celebrate this!

December 10 All That  Cello
Cellists Suji Kim, Jeehyoun Lee, and Mi 
Sung Kang 

January 7  Epiphanytide Evensong
St Paul’s Choir School, Choristers of Trinity 
Church in Asbury Park, and Grace Church, 
in Newark join for their annual observance 
of Epiphany.  

January 28 St Paul’s on Broadway
Members of the St Paul’s Choir and Choir 
School will present a program of secular 
music and Broadway favorites for soloists 
and choral ensembles. Refreshments will be 
provided. The program will be a benefit 
concert for the St Paul’s Music Endowment.

February 4 Annual Black Heritage Concert
Special guests: Jazz Ensemble, Dwight 
Morrow High School and 
Academies@Englewood

February 18 String Quartet in Concert
Musicians of the Verismo Opera 

March 18 Lenten Vespers
St Paul’s Choir and Choir School and the 
choir of the First Presbyterian Church

May 20 Eighth Annual Spring Concert

Mark Trautman

PRA I S ING AS  A  CHURCH ON PURPOSE

ABUNDANCE  OR  SC ARC ITY
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FUTURE  DATES  TO PLAN &  REMEMBER

Nov 5 All Saints’ Sunday & Pledge Sunday
Food Collection Sunday
5 pm All Souls’ Evensong

Nov 12 6 pm Nearly Second Saturday Youth Event
Nov 13 10:30am Family Worship

5pm Hoboken Drop Off
Nov 21 Healing Sunday
Nov 23 National Day of Thanksgiving

10:30am Thanksgiving Worship 
12pm Community Meal

Dec 2 7 pmTricky Tray
Dec 3 1st Sunday of Advent 

Food Collection Sunday
5 pm Handel’s Messiah

Dec 9 5 pm Nearly Second Saturday
Youth Event & Caroling

Dec 10 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:15am 152nd Annual Meeting of the Parish 
5pm Hoboken Drop Off

Dec 17 9 am Greening of the Church
Dec 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8 am & 10:45 am Worship
Christmas Eve
5 pm Jazz Mass
10:30 pm Solemn Mass

Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:30 am

Jan 1 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
Jan 7 Feast of the Epiphany (observed)

8 am Holy Eucharist
9:45 am Kids Worship Starts
10:30 am Family Worship Sunday
5 pm Evensong

Jan 28 5 pm St. Paul’s on Broadway
Feb 4 5 pm Annual Black Heritage Concert
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday

Keep this page & put it on your fridge so you can plan 
for the upcoming events and activities of our Parish.

PRAYERS TO SHARE

The Collect for Proper 24 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you 
have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your 
Church throughout the world may persevere 
with steadfast faith in the confession of your 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(The Book of Common Prayer)

In the Morning

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what 
it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, 
for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, 
help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still,  
help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help 
me to do it patiently. And if I am to do 
nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these 
words more than words, and give me the 
Spirit of Jesus. Amen.

(The Book of Common Prayer,)

St Paul’s Nursery

• Gently Used Toddler Toys and Books

• 2 Pack-n-Play

• Large carpet for Cookman Room Floor

• Changing Table
Altar Guild

• Large Coffee Cans
Help

• Help with Social Media Postings

• Help Taking Photographs

PAR I SH  WISH  L I ST

Below are a few specific ways that we can
use your help in varying ways.
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HOLY  HAB ITS  OF  HOSP ITAL ITY

The Power of Invitation
The church exists to proclaim the gospel and demonstrate 
the kingdom of God in a lost and dying world. In being 
faithful to her calling, the church should be reaching people 
with the good news of the gospel and welcoming them in to 
a local community of believers. Welcoming people into our 
Parish Family is the natural overflow of our faithful ministry. 
By inviting someone you know, you can give the great gift of 
Christ’s Grace and community you know and experience 
through St Paul’s. 

Make a commitment!
Who are three (3; one more than two) people that you will 
personally invite and bring to something at St Paul’s (a 
service activity, a celebration, or worship). Don’t worry 
about if they go to church or if you’ll offend them. Who do 
you know that needs to experience God’s grace and love?

Can You Say, “Welcome”?
The Ushers, modern day successors to the ancient Church’s 
Doorkeepers, serve to greet people at the doors, extend 
hospitality and distribute service orders, and help with 
crowd management at most Sunday and other large services. 
Ushering is a great way to meet the membership of the 
parish and to begin to feel more a part of the congregation. 
Ushers work in service-groups, serving once a month on 
Sundays and individually, when available, to help with 
special services as needed. Contact the Parish Office 
(office@stpauslenglewood.org, 201-568-3276) with 
questions or to begin serving as an usher.

THE 152nd ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE PARISH OF ST PAUL’S CHURCH

Sunday, December 10, 2017
the Second Sunday of Advent
at nine fifteen in the morning

in the Parish Hall
Agenda for the Meeting:

Opening Actions
Approval of Minutes
First Pew Prize Recognition
Reception of Reports on the State of the Parish
Elections of the Parish

• 1 Warden
• 3 Vestrymembers
• 1 Delegate to Diocesan Convention

Rector’s Address
Closing Actions

Elections for open positions:
For 1 Warden (2-year term)
For 3 Vestrymembers (3-year term)
For 1 Deputy to Diocesan Convention (3-year term)

Nomination Qualifications 
(Parish By-Laws, Section IV.b). 

Any person serving in the capacities listed below shall be 
required to be a Communicant Member in Good 
Standing, as defined by the Constitution and Canons of 

the Episcopal Church, and have offered their pledge to 
this parish in written form in the current calendar year. 
The capacities under the purview of this resolution shall 
include: Warden, Vestrymember, Deputy to the Annual 
Convention of the Diocese of Newark.

Voting Qualifications 
(Parish By-Laws, Section II). 

The persons entitled to vote at any meeting of the Parish, 
shall be: a.) Baptized; b.) At least 16 years of age; c.) Of 
good moral character; d.) Parishioners in good standing of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church; e.) Regular attendees of 
the services of the Parish for six (6) calendar months 
before the meeting; and f.) Regular contributors for six (6) 
months to the current expenses of the Parish. The record 
of contributions maintained by the Treasurer showing 
dates of contributions is sufficient evidence as to the 
qualification of a voter.

ANNUAL  MEET ING OF  THE  PAR I SH  NOTICE


