
	
 S T  P A U L ’ S  C H U R C H  I N  E N G L E W O O D	


WELCOME TO ST PAUL’S CHURCH

We are glad you are here, and we invite you to 
enter fully into worship today, and to receive 

Communion or a blessing. Feel free to take any 
information about the parish located at the 

entrances. Don’t be afraid to tell us more about 
yourself by filling out one of the cards located 

in each pew or on information tables. 

Join us as we strive to make northeast Bergen 
County a place where God’s grace is freely 

known and shared by all!

THE FIRST SUNDAY LENT MARCH 5, 2017

SUNDAY MESSENGER

On this first Lenten Sunday, the Old Testament reading is 
the account of the creation of the human race and its fall, 
through disobedience, from communion with God.

Our choices determine who we are and our relationship to 
God and to others. As the first humans chose to be 
independent from God, Jesus in his temptations chose 
faithfulness. The story of the Temptation is the story of Jesus 
beginning to turn humanity around from disobedience to 
faithfulness.

In the passage from Romans, Paul discourses on this. Jesus is 
the new humanity. Through his death and resurrection he 
has opened the way for us, in Baptism, to be made part of 
that new humanity rather than remaining in the state of the 
old.

The liturgy in Lent has as its central concern the preparation 
of the church for the main event of Easter: Christian 
initiation and restoration of life together. During the season 
preparation is made for baptismal candidates and our own 
baptismal renew at Easter. 

A number of Lenten customs have distorted Christian faith 
and living, because they so easily play into the hands of 
popular misconceptions which dominate Western society 
and religion. Those misconceptions include individualistic 
and often nostalgic piety, sentimentality, and, in this country, 
a do-it-yourself mentality borrowed in religion from 
American culture. The effect of all this on Lent has been 
unfortunate. It has produced an attitude of seeking to carry 
out the Lenten obligations as personal religious exercises 
with little relationship to the larger Christian community; of 

greater concern for one’s personal salvation than with 
ministry to others; of attempting to make up for past failures 
with extra religious activities; and an over-emphasis on 
activities and services geared primarily to the production of 
religious feelings rather than growth in knowledge of God 
and the deepening of our reliance on divine grace.

The liturgies of Lent in our Book of Common Prayer are the 
means of correcting such distortions. They can, when 
understood and used, rescue us from individualistic piety, 
from sentimentality, and from the futility of attempting to 
save ourselves. They inform and enrich our prayer, fasting, 
and works of mercy. They aid us in deepening our experience 
of the saving acts of God in the past and thereby strengthen 
our faith, enabling us to recognize the actions of God in our 
world, our culture, and our lives.

Above all, a serious and committed participation in the 
liturgies of Lent will enable us to discover anew the meaning 
of Easter, our life in Baptism and to renew—and have 
renewed in us—what God accomplished in us when we were 
baptized.

Lent is not a gloomy time, a sad time, or a depressing time 
for those who are remembering what God has done for 
them. Our self-examination, which reveals our sin, prepares 
us to recognize our need for God. Then we gather Sunday by 
Sunday in the liturgy where our story as the people of God 
reminds us that God has met and still meets our need. Our 
fasting and self-denial give us the resources with which we 
can join Christ in his struggle against evil and death. Joining 
him in that struggle, we also join him in his victory.

About the Liturgy & Scripture of the Day



For those in need of immediate prayers: Douglas Hammond; 
Richard Glaspie; Elvis Santos; Asha Rai, Tami Fitzherbert and 
the Davis Family.

For those in need of continuing prayer support: Sally 
Ricottone; Nazera Wright; Yvonne Baldwin; David Eversley; 
Lilliam Gonzalez; John Herbert; Ina Martínez; Jeffrey 
McAllister; Cynthia McDonald; Trey Nelson; Fredelia Smith; 
Carol Yaner; Phillipa McLeod; Sharon Wells.

For those serving in the military or in harm’s way: Austin 
Herbert, Nicholas C. Basile, Kahlil Savery, Justin Sheldon and 
Nagelia Harrison Sheldon, Ken Lambert, Nadi Kassem, Justin 
Coca, Antonio Ramirez, Joseph Hill, Marc McDonald and 
Gregory Halstead.

For those celebrating birthdays this week: David 
Christenberry, Theo Williams, Paula Ford, Ajia Tahir, Dr. 

Emmanuel Yamusah, Garth Hammond, Isabella Berry Della 
Osborne.

Cycle of Prayer, Anglican Communion: North India; in the 
Diocese of Newark: Christ Church, Harrison; St John the 
Divine, Hasbrouck Heights; St. Luke’s, Haworth.

Our partners in faith: Light & Salt Korean Presbyterian 
Church, St. Michael Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahado Church, 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Fort Lee; and Congregation Kol 
HaNeshama.

For those who have died, especially Leona Fox, Anthony Clark, 
Emma Pestaina, David Greenblatt (Son-in-Law of Helen 
Yeisley), and those who mourn them. 

Prayers

Holy Doodling or Your Notes from Today’s Sermon & Worship
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11, Psalm 32.



EGIVING AT ST PAUL’S
Please feel free to make a gift and offering in 
thanksgiving to God. To take advantage of our 
electronic giving options, please visit online 
through your electronic device: 
stpaulsenglewood.org/egiving.html
or follow the qr code to the left with your 
capable electronic device.

Scan here

COFFEE HOUR: Please join us after the 10:30 service in the 
Parish Hall for fellowship and refreshments. Thanks to 
our host today, Barbara Profitt.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY: The first Sunday of the month is 
designated for our collection of food for the Center for Food 
Action. this month, we are collecting beans and rice. 

NEXT BIG SCREEN MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP: “The Way” 
This highly acclaimed film will be shown (for free) here at 
St. Paul’s on Sunday, February 5, 6pm, in the Reception 
Room. A discussion of the film will follow on Monday 
March 6, 7 pm, in the Vestry Room.

THE SECOND SUNDAY YOUTH EVENT:  The next Nearly 
Second Saturday Youth Event will be April 9, 6-9 pm, in the 
Parish Hall. Feel free to bring your friends for a Kid’s Night 
Out! Please bring $5 to contribute to dinner and snacks.

DON’T FORGET! We have lots of opportunities for you to 
join with others in our Lenten journey. You’ll find them 
on the next page.

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE: Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 
4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17; Psalm 121.

FLOWERS AND GREENS may be given in memory of loved 
ones, or in thanksgiving. Please notify the Parish Office or 
sign up on the bulletin board in the Atrium. Flowers may 
be given at any time in memory of loved ones or in 
thanksgiving. Contributions are always welcome toward 
the weekly cost of $50.

THE WEEKLY PRAYER list in the Sunday announcements 
includes those members and friends of the Parish who are 
in a temporarily serious or critical situation. Names placed 
on the weekly list will be removed after thirty days unless 
the Parish Office is notified to keep them in continual 
prayer. Intercessions will remain on the continuing prayer 
support for an additional 60 days unless further intentions 
are requested. Please remember in your prayers all those 
listed. If you would like to ask for specific prayers or seek 
pastoral care, please contact the clergy through the Parish 
Office by phone (201.568.3276) or email 
pastoral@stpaulsenglewood.org.

HELP!: We need your help in the Parish Office on 
Wednesdays! See the sign-up poster in the Atrium or call 
the Parish Office (201.568.3276) for more information!

HOBOKEN NEXT SUNDAY: St Paul’s provides food for the 
Hoboken Shelter every second Sunday of the month. 
Please bring your cooked food items to the kitchen by 
5:30 pm next Sunday, March 12.

NAME TAGS: Please help by wearing your name tag. Name 
tags are on the table in the Atrium. If you can’t find your 
name, or you would like a name tag, please sign up for a 
name tag with a pink slip as they are prepared during the 
week. Slips are on the name tag table, just drop it in the 
basket.

SUMMER PLANNING FOR KIDS & YOUTH: If you have kids 
and youth in your family or household, mark your 
calendars for St Paul’s Day Camp for Elementary-Aged 
Kids, July 17-21. Youth are welcome to help and 
volunteer. If you have kids and youth entering grades 5-8, 
consider a week at our Diocesan Summer Camp, 
Crossroads. Fr Bill Allport will be chaplain July 23-29. 
Talk with Kai Alston or Fr. Bill Allport for more details.

FUTURE DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Mar 11 Second Saturday Youth Event, 6-9 pm
Mar 19 Lenten Vespers with the St Paul’s Choir 

School, St Paul’s Choir, and the Adult Choir of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Englewood,

Mar 26 St Paul’s Choir School Concert-Convent of St 
John Baptist, Mendham, 4 pm

April 1 Lenten Quiet Day
April 8 Second Saturday Youth Event, 6-9 pm
April 9 Palm Sunday

Announcements
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COMMITT ING OURSELVES  &  OUR 
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HEAD OF THE CHURCH
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

BISHOP OF THE CHURCH
The Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith, Bishop

THE MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH
All the People

2017 VESTRY
The Rev. Dr. William H. Allport, II, Presider

Michele Simon, Warden
Max McDaniel, Warden

Beverley Lannanman, Treasurer
Albert Griffiths (20191), John Herbert (20171)
George J. Hill (20191), Robin Jackson (20183)

Rafael Martínez (20171), Aubrey McDonald (20170)
Coralius Noble (20182), Jonathan Stevens (20181)

Nicole Thomas (20191)

ST. PAUL’S STAFF
The Rev. Dr. William H. Allport II, Rector

The Rev. Joanne O’Neill, Deacon of the Parish
Kai Alston, Director of Christian Formation

Mark A. Trautman, Director of Music
Colleen Habick, Parish Administrator

Lisa Keenan, Financial Accountant
José Sánchez, Interim Sexton

Gary Mason & George Gill, Sunday Sextons
Marteze Golden, Housekeeper

GET THE LATEST NEWS
Join the electronic communications of the Parish by following 

us on Facebook or signing up for daily messages (registration 
always available at the bottom of the website).

CONTACT INFORMATION
201.568.3276 | office@stpaulsenglewood.org

113 Engle Street | Englewood, NJ 07631
www.stpaulsenglewood.org

CAN YOU HELP BRING THE 
POWER OF EASTER RIGHT NOW?

A generous donor in the Parish Family 
has invited all of us to deepen our 
stewardship and giving from God's 
abundance as we journey towards 
Easter. The anonymous donor has 
offered to match your additional 
financial gift beyond your pledge or 
regular giving up to $25,000. So if you 
can make a gift, the abundance is 
doubled. This additional stewardship 
and giving will mean $50,000 of God's 
abundance and the transformation of 
our attention to further God's Mission 
through St Paul's. Make a gift online 
through Parish website 
(stpaulsenglewood.org) and "Make a 
Gift” link, or use a labeled envelope 
available in the Atrium or front of the 
Historic Sanctuary. We can do it right 
now!!

UPCOMING ADULT FORMATION

Lenten Adult Forum Series
A Garden's Tale: Moving from Crisis to 
New Life Through Lent
Sundays of Lent, the Guild Room, 
9:15am with Video reprise the 
following Sunday at 11:45am. Join 
Carrie Allport for an in-depth 
exploration of the grace that Christ 
brings that moves us from the chaos 
and broken of our lives to the 
abundant new life through Christ’s 
Resurrection. Using the Lenten 
scripture and horticultural images as a 
primer, Mrs. Allport will explore the 
themes of Crisis; Burial; Fertilizer/
Living Water; Light; and New Life.

Lenten Bible Study
Wednesdays in Lent with Soup 
Supper, 7pm in the Conference 
Room, following the 6:30pm Healing 
Service. Join Fr Allport in a 
manuscript study of the book of 
Revelation. No requirements for you 
except a willingness to ask questions 
and enter scripture in community. 
The study gives an foundation to 
understand the this unique and 
misunderstood portion of scripture.

Lenten Series - Big Screen 
Theology
Sundays of Lent, the Reception 
Room, 6 pm, for movie screening, 

and Mondays of Lent, the Library, 7 
pm for discussion. Come on Sunday 
evening, 6 pm to the Reception 
Room to watch the film of the week. 
Then join us on Monday evening at 7 
pm in the Reception Room for 
discussion and discovery. 
Films will include: Fences (PG-13, 
2016) with Denzel Washington and 
Viola Davis; A Thousand Words 
(PG-13, 2012) with Eddie Murphy; 
Moana (animated, 2016). The specific 
viewing schedule will be posted on 
Ash Wednesday.

Lenten Quiet Days
Take a mini-retreat to center your 
heart and spirit during Lent at our 
Quiet Day. Saturday, April 1. 9a-1pm. 
Dcn. O’Neill will offer a time of 
guided contemplation, periods of 
reflection, and prayer-filled 
community exploring the nature of 
Forgiveness. Bring your own lunch. 

We have  ra i sed 
$1500 of  our 

matching g i f t  goa l  so 
far.  Can you make a 
g i f t  today to  he lp?

DON’T FORGET!


