
 

 

 

Save the Date! 
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MESSENGER 
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Creating Beautiful Memories 
What happens during meals shapes a 

large part of our memories. As we grow 
older we forget many things, but we mostly 
remember the Thanksgiving or Christmas 
dinners in our families. We remember them 
with joy and gratitude or with sadness and 
anger. They remind us of the peace that 
existed in our homes or the conflicts that 
never seemed to get resolved. These special 
moments around the table stand out as 
vivid reminders of the quality of our lives 
together. Today fast-food services and TV 
dinners have made common meals less and 
less central. 

But what will there be to remember 
when we no longer come together around 
the table to share a meal? Maybe we will 
have fewer painful memories, but will we 
have any  joyful ones? Can we make the 
table a hospitable place, inviting us to 
kindness,  gentleness, joy, and peace and 
creating beautiful memories? 

- Henri J. M. Nouwen 

Gratitude can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, 
and a stranger into a friend.  

– Melody Beattie 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4  

Nov 27 

Nov 30 

Dec 6 

10:30am Thanksgiving Worship 
12pm Community Meal 

First Sunday of Advent 

9am - 3pm Advent Quiet Day Retreat 
for Parish 

9:30-11am St Nicholas Party for Kids 

Dec 14 Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Family Sunday 
Hoboken Sunday 

Dec 21 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9am - 1pm Gift Wrapping Fundraiser 
4pm Lessons and Carol 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve 
5pm Family Eucharist with Jazz 
10:30pm Festival Eucharist 

Dec 25 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
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It is not the church of God 
that has a mission in the 

world, but the God of mission 
mission that has a church in 
the world. . . . God is on the 

move and the church is always 
always catching up with him. 

him. We join his mission. 
-Craig Van Gelder 

We’ve been talking and focusing a lot of conversation and 
thought in the Church toward “mission.” Speaking of 
mission begins to articulate and direct our life as the 
Church to ways of greater authenticity and integrity of our 
faith. After all, we are called to be the presence of God, the 
living body of Christ about and out in our days. It’s for 
this reason the Apostle Paul can make the statement in the 
first letter to the Corinthians, “Now you are Christ's body, 
and individually members of it (12:27).” The external 
focus and expression of God’s grace beyond just those in 
and of the Church by its very nature of being people 
transformed by God’s work in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. To live as the Church of God’s Mission 
means to take on the heart and desire of God for the 
outpouring of grace upon all the world. 

There can seem a conflict for our lives as people that root 
our faith experience in the liturgy and worship of the 
Church. Worship and liturgy don’t seem very “mission-y,” 
let alone externally focused. Liturgy can appear to be 
inherently internally focused and centered.  

But our worship is the very starting point of mission.  

First, in our liturgy we are given the rudiments of what it 
means for God’s grace to be poured and sent forth. There 
is a distinct movement in our liturgy in which we are 
transformed by 
the experience 
and the 
declaration of 
God’s grace. 
Every time we 
gather in 
worship, my 
personal 
experience is 
meant to be a 
microcosm of 

the larger life God brings us into as the Church. 

Second, the liturgy gives a new perspective. Too 
often we approach worship as another form of 
entertainment, asking, “What am I going to get 
out of this?” But the real transformation of 
worship begins to nurture the question, “What 
will God get out of me?” By placing ourselves in 
the worship, we place our lives in the holy 
movement of God. We hear over and over 
again, every Sunday in Scripture, in the prayers, 

in the reception of communion, and the dismissal of the 
Church, God’s very desires given to us and set forth for 
the world.  

Third, the liturgy gives us the opportunity to practice the 
life of God’s mission in every instance. We come in from 
our personal lives to be gathered and centered on God’s 
presence and working, which is affirmed and attested to 
by Scripture and preaching. We choose to join in the 
working of God by our affirmation of faith. This 
affirmation moves us to immediate action, as we set our 
attention on others, and not just those we like or for 
whom we want to be concerned but the world. Our work 
of faith entails reconciliation and the restoration of 
relationships, as we share the confession and peace. And 
then as a result of all this work, the grace of God is 
known through the very rudiments of our own lives, 
simple bread and wine. Having received, we are then sent 
to do likewise as God’s living body in the world. 

These are just three ways, that our liturgy and worship 
center us for God’s Mission. We cannot have faithful, 
sustainable Mission without the centering and sending of 
God that comes in worship. I pray that we may each find 
a way to share in the work of our worship through one of 
the many worship ministries. Allow those experiences to 
feed and inform the ways God calls us forth and forward. 

Shaped for Mission… Ruminations from the Rector 
The Rev. William H. Allport, II 
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Why Pledge? 

“Each of you must give as you 
have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly, or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.”  
2 Corinthians 9:8 

Anyone who has bought something 
on time – a house, a car, a major 
appliance – understands the 
discipline required to make 
monthly payments toward 
achieving the final goal.  It is the 
discipline of setting priorities and 
of carrying through on a promise 
over the long haul.   

Pledging at St. Paul’s requires a 
measure of that same resolve, a 
freely – and cheerfully – declared 
promise to contribute to the 
church over the year.  It is freely 
declared because we recognize how 
blessed we are by the abundance of 
God’s grace and presence in our 
lives.  It is also a promise that 
benefits both us as parishioners, 
and us as a parish. 

As parishioners, pledging provides 
a discipline that we impose on 
ourselves.  We learn early in life 
that worthy goals require effort, 
such as studying to make the grade 
or practicing to make the team.  
Sometimes, however, we learn too 
late that money requires the same 
imaginative discipline if we are to 
control it, rather than have it 
control us.  The old rule of paying 
yourself first calls for setting 
priorities of spending on what we 
need or want, for setting goals, 
before frittering away our resources 
on the spur of the moment.  If our 
priorities include St. Paul’s and its 
ministries – and we hope they do – 
then pledging can be both a plan 
for ourselves and a promise for St. 
Paul’s. 

As a parish, that promise is equally 
important to St. Paul’s, for it 
allows the Vestry to be the wise 
and responsible stewards of the 
church resources we have entrusted 
them to be.  It permits them to 
develop a coherent and balanced 
budget with realistic expectations 
of income.  They can then develop 
and support the programs and 
ministries for the year, confident 
that the income will be there.  
They can only do that if we, in our 
turn, commit to making our gifts 
through pledges. 

— The Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship 
Pledges to Date 

Snapshots from 
the October 21 
Fall Fest 
Celebration 
Meal! 
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Worship Ministry Deepens Faith 
Kaileen Alston and the 
Ministry of Eucharistic 
Minister 
Serving as a Eucharistic 
Minister helps me share in 
God's grace because it 
allows me to physically 
illustrate the inclusive 
nature of God and the 
Episcopal Church.  It also 
provides me with an 
opportunity to participate 
in the story of Jesus' 
sacrifice.  Inviting people to receive 
communion serves as a reminder 
that God always wants to be in 
relationship with us.  No matter 
how bad or negligent we've been 
God wants us and gives us 
opportunities to join in his 
mission.  And when we tell the 
story of Jesus' sacrifice it  reminds 
me of how much God and Jesus 
love us.  This gives me courage to 
know they support me regardless of 
what I'm experiencing.  I truly 
appreciate being able to help make 
those concepts real for other 
people, as well.  

Pam Abner and the Ministry of 
Altar Guild 
For me, it's rewarding to prepare 
the altar and sacraments as it keeps 
me spiritually connected. I feel 
honored to be able to assist the 
church in this way. Also, over the 
years I have learned much about 

the importance of 
the elements and 
how we "set the 
table" each week. 

Robin Jackson and 
the Ministry of 
Altar Guild 
Being a member of 
St. Paul's Altar Guild 
is truly an honor. It 
allows me to 
participate in the 

service in a new and different way. 
As I prepare the Eucharist, I 
consider the deeper meaning of the 
sacrament. I gently handle the 
bread and the wine, the silver and 
the linens, the candles and the oil, 
as someone did at the first Last 
Supper. As I prepare for the 
service, my relationship with God 
grows.  

Rey Alonso and the Ministry of 
the Choir 
Karol once said at one of my first 
rehearsals "Singers in the choir 
pray twice" Indeed singing prays 
and scripture has added a new 
dimension to my prayer life. 

Beverly Lannaman and the 
Ministry of the Choir 
As a new volunteer in the St Paul’s 
Choir, I have been blessed to be 
able to invest time in learning to 
read music, also learning 

wonderful words of sacred 
choral music most of which 
are based upon scripture or 
passages from the scripture.  
Singing these songs helps 
me to learn and remember 
scripture passages. 

Also singing with the choir allows 
me to participate in the overall 
ministry of leading in worship, 
which is a joy and privilege. I 
have learned so much. My own 
journey has been blessed by the 
words that I have learned 
through songs and 
encouragement from members of 
the choir.  

Jonathan Stevens and the 
Ministry of Lay Reader 
It is a personal blessing to 
participate in the worship service.  
I share in God's grace through 
the readings.  Through them I 
am able to share my faith with 
other parishioners in unison, as a 
group. It helps others to see that 
they too can serve in ministries 
within the church through God's 
grace alone and not needing to 
feel qualified.  Hopefully by 
seeing me serve, it is an offering 
to them that they might seek out 
and serve as well, in one of the 
many ministries of the church. 

Parishioners reflect on how serving 
in one of the various liturgical 
ministries deepens their faith. 
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Worship Ministries | There’s a way for you to share! 

Community 
Forum 

on Public 
Education 

On October 20, St Paul’s hosted a 
community forum gathering for the 
larger Englewood community called: 
The Second People's Town Hall on 
Education Issues & Solutions for 
Englewood Residents: Building an 
EPSD Partnership One Brick at a 
Time 

A great testament to the 
possibilities of a 
community gathered 
and united together! 
With Over 90 people 
present, the gathering 
offered a community 
forum to hear of 
available resources, such 
as those available at 
Bergen County College 
and the parental 
coaching of Kumari 
Davis, as well as 
dialogue regarding 
educational issues for 
our community. 

Want to get involved? Contact the 
following to be a part of one of our 
worship ministries, or leave your 
inquiry with the Parish Office 
(201.568.3276, 
office@stpaulsenglewood.org): 

Acolytes 
The Acolyte Guild is made up of 
adults and St Paul’s youth. The 
primary role of the acolyte is to 
assist the priest in the celebration 
of the liturgy during the Holy 
Eucharist.  
Gary Mason 
201.569.6417 
gjmfoto1@msn.com 

Altar Guild 
We serve in teams for any services 
during for a week long period. 
Teams serve on a .  
Peg Slaven 
201.767.6117 
pegslaven@optonline.net 
Kay Hammond 
201.568.0251 
kay.hammond@att.net 

Choir 
The Choir rehearses every 
Thursday for two hours, and meets 
an hour before the service on 
Sundays. We sing on most 
Sundays and on other occasions.   
Mark Trautman 
201.568.3276 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Eucharistic Ministers serve on a 
rotating basis as assigned, generally 
on a monthly basis. 
Paul Forste 
201.836.43132 
paul@anyol.com 

Greeters 
Greeters serve on a rotating 
monthly basis at the Sunday 
10:30am service and special 
services as assigned or needed. 

Lay Readers 
Readers are youth and adults that 
serve on a rotating basis on 
Sundays and special services as 
needed. 
Patrick O’Neil 
201.569.4584 
poneil@att.net 

Ushers 
Ushers serve on a rotating 
monthly basis in teams. 
George Gill 
201.569.1040 
b4gill@hotmail.com 
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NOTICE 
THE 149TH ANNUAL MEETING OF 

THE PARISH OF ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 
at nine fifteen in the morning 

in the Parish Hall 
Business of the Meeting: 

Reception of Reports on the State of the 
Parish 
Election of Officers 

• 1 Warden 
• 3 Vestrymembers 
• 1 Delegate to Diocesan 
Convention 

Rector’s Address 
Elections for open positions: 

For 1 Warden (2-year term) 
For 3 Vestrymembers (3-year term) 
For 1 Deputy to Diocesan Convention (3-
year term) 

Nomination Qualifications (Parish By-Laws, Section 
IV.b).  
Any person serving in the capacities listed below shall 
be required to be a Communicant Member in Good 
Standing, as defined by the Constitution and Canons 
of the Episcopal Church, and have offered their 
pledge to this parish in written form in the current 
calendar year. The capacities under the purview of 
this resolution shall include: Warden, Vestrymember, 
Deputy to the Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Newark. 

Voting Qualifications (Parish By-Laws, Section II).  
The persons entitled to vote at any meeting of the 
Parish, shall be: 
a.) Baptized; 
b.) At least 16 years of age; 
c.) Of good moral character; 
d.) Parishioners in good standing of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church; 
e.) Regular attendees of the services of the Parish for 

six (6) calendar months before the meeting; and 
f.) Regular contributors for six (6) months to the 

current expenses of the Parish. The record of 
contributions maintained by the Treasurer 
showing dates of contributions is sufficient 
evidence as to the qualification of a voterd. 

Be a   We Care  
Resource 

• Drive Someone to a Medical Appointment 
• Make and/or Deliver a Meal  
• Write Cards/Make Phone Calls  
• Be a Conversation 

Companion  

Be a part of 
St. Paul’s commitment 
to be a faith community of 
heart and compassion.  

Contact: Janice Walker 
201-833-4081 
jarrwalker@optonline.net 
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Women’s Tea 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

Get to know other women of the 
Parish! All ladies of the church are 
cordially invited to the next 
LADIES' TEA on Sunday, 
November 30, 2014 at 9:15 am 
between services in the Reception 
Room of St. Paul’s Church. All 
ages are welcome! 

Please RSVP to the office by 
Wednesday, November 26, 2014 
at 201.568.3276 or 
office@stpaulsenglewood.org. 
(Please indicate if you would like 
to bring a dish to share.) 

The December Ladies' Teas is 
scheduled for December 28, 2014  

Opportunities 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
KING DAVID 

In the coming months, as we 
prepare for the arrival of “great 
David’s greater Son” and celebrate 
his coming amongst us, St. Paul’s 
Bible Study will embark on a 
journey into the great epic of the 
Bible: the story of David--shepherd, 
child soldier, poet, warrior, 
gangster, lover, king, and sinner.  
We will bear witness to the exploits 
of giants, wise women, generals, 
footsoldiers, prophets and priests.  
David’s life encompasses soaring joy 
at impossible victories, and 
inconsolable mourning at the most 
dire tragedies.  There is no figure in 
the Hebrew Bible more vividly 
drawn than David.   

Join us for the whole series, or just 
drop in when you can!  Don’t 

worry, we’ll begin every session 
with a review of “the story so 

far...” 
11/19.  1 Sam. 16 & 18.  King Saul 

becomes David’s enemy. 
12/3.  1 Sam. 19-20.  King Saul’s 

children save David. 
12/10.  1 Sam. 24-25.  David flees 

into the wilderness. 
12/17.  1 Sam. 27 & 29.  David 

fights for the Philistines. 
12/31.  1 Sam. 31 & 2 Sam. 1.  

King Saul is killed. 

Wednesday nights, 7pm, in the 
Vestry Conference Room. Come 
join Dr. Stewart Moore in a great 
discussion. 

Parish Advent 
Quiet Day and Mini-

Retreat 

Join us December 6, 2014 
9am-3pm 

at St Paul’s 

A few hours of guided 
reflection on Scripture with 

periods of quiet, 
contemplative prayers, 

fellowship, and Eucharist. 

Speak with Deacon Joanne 
O’Neill for more details. 

St Nicholas Day 
Party for Kids 

Join us 
December 6, 

2014 
9:30-10am 

hosted by Fr 
Bill Allport 

Grades K-5 
at the Rectory 

We’ll learn about St 
Nicholas’ example of 

Christian giving, share in 
fun games and crafts, and 

have some Advent 
goodies. 

Meeting 

Join us December 21, 2014 
following 

the 10:30am Worship 

In the Reception Room 
with Fr. Bill Allport 

We’ll discuss new ministry 
and formation rhythms 

unfolding in the Spring and 
coming year for kid and 

youth. 



 

 

  Mark Your Calendars 
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Nov 18 7:30pm Vestry 
Nov 27 Thanksgiving Day 

10:30am Worship 
12pm Community Linner 

Nov 30 First Sunday of Advent 
Dec 6 9am Quiet Day Retreat 

9:30am St Nick’s Party 
Dec 14 Annual Meeting of Parish 
Dec 21 4pm Lessons & Carols 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 
Dec 25 Christmas Day 

In 2015 

January 4, 2015, 8am & 10:30am 
Kick-off Sunday for 

St Paul’s 150th Anniversary! 

January 25, 2015, 5pm 
Installation of the Rector 

and Celebration of New Ministry 
with Festival Reception 

February 7, 2015 
Mardi Gras Concert & Dinner 

Mark Your Calendars 

 


