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Bread for the World 
When Jesus took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
he summarized in these gestures his 
own life.  Jesus is chosen from all 
eternity, blessed at his baptism in the 
Jordan River, broken on the cross, 
and given as bread to the world. 
Being chosen, blessed, broken, and 
given is the sacred journey of the Son 
of God, Jesus the Christ. 

When we take bread, bless it, break it, 
and give it with the words "This is the 
Body of Christ," we express our 
commitment to make our lives 
conform to the life of Christ. We too 
want to live as people chosen, blessed, 
and broken, and thus become food for 
the world. 

- Henri J. M. Nouwen 

Committed to God’s Abundant Life With Us 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4  

Oct 20 

Oct 25 

Nov 2 

Nov 27 

Nov 30 

Dec 6 

7:30 pm Board of Education 
Meet the Candidates 

Parish Autumn Workday 

All Saints’ Sunday with Baptism 
4pm All Souls’ Commemorations 

10:30am Thanksgiving Worship 
11:45am Community Meal 

First Sunday of Advent 

Advent Quiet Day Retreat 

Dec 14 Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Oct 19 Fall Fest Celebration Meal 

A Child’s Stewardship Prayer 
Thank You, God, for each new day and for the time to work 
and play. Please be with me all day long through every story, 

game, and song. Teach me how to give and share the gifts you've 
given to my care. May all the many, many things I do show all 

the love we receive from you! Amen! 
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The great challenge and struggle of our faith is to make 
faith more than holy words or hollow ceremony. As 
sacramental people, we seek to give and share outward and 
visible signs of God's work, faith, and presence. Our lives 
not only receive God's sacraments, but become them as 
well. This sacramental reality results comes you’re your 
Stewardship. 

Stewardship is the means by which we give our lives to be 
holy works and objects of God. For our lives to become 
these holy gifts and works of God, we must commit to 
God and share in God's work as we share it as the Church. 
Making lives holy through our Stewardship takes 
prioritizing, asking ourselves, "What's most important? 
What are my first fruits? How is this a work, act, gift for 
God, and not me?"  

Jesus Christ calls us to have lives transformed for faith by 
the love of God. Evidence of God's transformation comes 
in our commitment to using everything we've received for 
our response of faith and action for God. At St. Paul's we 
strive for everyone to commit and join God's 
transformation of all life with our intentional responses of 
gratitude and sharing. Therein, Stewardship becomes the 
means by which we say, "Yes, God, I thank you and choose 
to share from what you've shared with me." So we give 
because God has given us so much, first. 

Stewardship is also the foundation upon which the rest of 
our faithful action, ministry, mission, compassion, and 
service stands. Faithful Stewardship means setting the 
foundation so there is undergirding for the works and acts 
to be sustained in the world, and further cultivated in your 
faith and heart. Without this foundation we easily turn the 
thanksgiving response to God and the acts of faith of our 
Stewardship into transactions, negotiations, exchanges, 
political actions, or platforms with a thin religious veneer.  

If we are truly going to be God's faithful people, then ask 
yourself, "Where can I begin to make a tithe of my life to 
God? Where can I give my time, my talent, my skills, and 
my finances? Where will 
the world see the holy 
movement of God in the 
first fruit gifts I give from 
the life God has given me 
first? “ 

We have been discussing 
and communicating the 
varied facets of 
stewardship in the Parish. 
I hope you receive this 
knowledge, and make a 

tangible statement 
and commitment 
through a pledge 
card. I ask you to 
make this a spiritual 
exercise and faith-
filled moment for 
yourself, discerning, 
“How will I commit 
and give to God from what I've already received?” 

It's not a small thing that I am asking of you. What you 
will do, I believe, is make a significant step in your journey 
of faith. And your commitment and giving to God will 
transform the lives, hearts, and faith of many others, in 
our Parish and beyond.  

Here is what I need you to do:  

1. Please pray and ask God for guidance.  

2. Take the time to recall the abundance of God which 
you have known through the St Paul’s Parish. You 
can celebrate God’s graciousness by joining us for 
the Fall Fest Celebration Meal on October 19th. 

3. Please, through your prayers and discernment, make 
a tangible expression of your commitment to 
respond to God through your stewardship of your 
life and resources, offering a pledge card in 
November.  

The time has come for each of us to respond to God's 
glorious initiative in giving creation, life, and our love and 
fellowship through Jesus Christ. Each of us could easily 
avoid truly living our faith by making objections of 
"There's enough already...” or, “I don't have enough…” 
or, “Someone else will give or do something...” or, “I 
don't like what they do…", and there by totally lose the 
chance to respond to the love and gifts of God.  

We need to be honest and see the wonders of God 
working and moving in each of our lives, no matter how 

long or new. As we look to a new 
season, the time has come for each 
of us to commit and pledge 
ourselves again to the wonderful 
transformation and work of God's 
Mission through St. Paul’s in, and 
to, the world. The time has come 
for you to take the next great step, 
or take the first step, of laying the 
foundation for God's Mission and 
Ministry to the world, with Jesus 
Christ as our cornerstone.  

Should I be committed? Ruminations from the Rector 
The Rev. William H. Allport, II 
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Stories of Faith & Life Together 

I came to St. Paul’s Church in 
1996. My thirteen year old son, full 
of adolescent angst, felt that no 
one at school was like him. He was 
bright, friendly, well-mannered: a 
good kid. When I asked myself, 
“Where can I find other kids like 
him?” the only thing that came to 
my mind was church. Baptized and 
confirmed in the Episcopal church, 
I had been away for years, but was 
always seeking something more. 
We visited an Episcopal church in 
another town, but I didn’t see any 
children; we just didn’t fit. 

Early one Sunday morning, I 
opened the Yellow Pages and 
searched for an Episcopal church, 
this time in Englewood or 
Teaneck. That’s how I found St. 
Paul’s. My son and I visited, and I 
was pleasantly surprised to see how 
much the church had changed. The 
acolytes were girls, and there was a 
female priest. I enjoyed the service 
and the music; but best of all, there 
were children, teenagers like my 
son. Shortly thereafter we joined 
St. Paul’s. Rodney became an 
acolyte, joined SPY (St. Paul’s 
Youth) and made 
lifelong friends. I 
believe that he has 
grown into the 
man that he is due, 
in part, to the 
loving and caring 
adults that he met 
right here. 

In looking for a 
place for my son, I 
found one, too. I 
joined the 
Christian 

Education team, and devoted 
several years to the children of St. 
Paul’s. I participated in the many 
ministries that St. Paul’s Church 
offers. I became an usher, and was 
a Vestry member, as well as an 
Associate Vestry member.  I 
participated in many ministries that 
reach out to the community: the 
IRF at St. Cecilia’s Church, North 
Porch, and the Hoboken Shelter 
on the second Sunday. 

Parishioners have used their skills 
and talents to the benefit of the 
church, The Shawl Ministry has 
grown, offering a symbol of 
comfort to people who need a 
warm hug. Other parishioners who 
saw a need acted upon it. The St. 
Paul’s Choir School has grown out 
of a need to improve Englewood 
Public Schools. The 12-member 
group, over the past three years, 
has tripled in size! 

Yes, God is at work here. The time 
and talents of our parishioners, the 
love that they show to others, is 
what keeps me at St. Paul’s. I think 
I’ll be here for a long time. 

Robin Jackson shares how she has experienced God through St Paul’s 

A Place for 
Everyone… 

even furry ones 
From the 2014 Blessing 

of the Animals 
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Discerning Your 
Commitment to 

Serve 
Service 
 Cook a meal for Hoboken 
 Volunteer for 1 hr with 

Choir School 
 Work with agencies in 

Englewood 
 Work with agencies in the 

County 
 Join a mission team or trip 
 Bring snack 1 time for 

Choir School 

Worship 
 Monthly Altar Guild 

Assistance 
 Reader or Substitute Reader 
 Usher or Substitute Usher 
 Eucharistic Minister or 

Substitute 
 Greeter 
 Write a brief devotional for 

Lent materials 
 Acolyte 
 Sing with Choir for Festival 

Worship 
 Sing with Choir on Weekly 

Basis 
 Sing with Summer Choir 
 Share occasional 

instrumental talents 

Education 
 Help Teach Sunday School 
 Help Facilitate Book 

Discussion or Study for 
Adults 

 Help with Summer Day 
Camp 

 Help with School Break 
Day Camp 

 Help with Parenting 
Seminar 

Evangelism 
 Sunday Greeter 

 Help media/public 
relations 

 Help with bulletin boards 
 Take pictures for 

publications 
 Help with proofing 

publications 
 Write articles for 

publications 
 Help with newcomer and 

visitor welcome and 
assimilation 

 I speak another language 

Parish Life 
 Help with a breakfast for 

one time 
 Host coffee hour 
 Provide snacks for Choir 

School 
 Go with a Pastoral Visitor 

to see a shut-in 
 Give a ride during the week 

to an elder 
 Help an elder with some 

handy tasks around the 
house 

 Make freezer meals for 
Home visits 

 Help with a Sunday 
morning prayer team 

 Help host funeral repast 
and reception 

 Help with Parish Events 
and Celebrations 

 Help with short-term 
household task 

 Join the Shawl Ministry 
 Join the Health Ministry 
 Help with the Card 

Ministry 

Stewardship 
 Help in the Parish Office 

for 2 hours a week 
 Help with light work 

around the Parish 
facilities or gardens 

 Help with the 
Stewardship Committee 

 Serve on Vestry or a 
Standing Committee 

 Help in organizing Parish 
Archive materials 

 Help with the 150th 
Anniversary Committee 

WE are the church! St. Paul’s is a vital parish because of generous gifts of 
time and talent of many. Indicate below where you wish to pledge your 
support. Step up and join in! Take a look at this form to add and commit on 
your pledge card forward for additional ways your will tithe your time and 
talents for God. Please check your new interests for 2015, and make a note on 
your 2015 pledge card.  

ANNUAL ALL SOULS' 
OBSERVANCE 

A special Evensong will be 
celebrated on Sunday, 
November 3 in the Historic 
Sanctuary at 4pm. The names of 
those who have died in the last 
year will be remembered. St. 
Paul's Choirs will sing. If you 
wish to include the name of a 
loved one who has died, please 
contact the Parish Office by 
Friday, October 31, 
office@stpaulsenglewood.org 
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Choir School Stories of Faith & Life Together 
Michele Simon shares how she has experienced God through St Paul’s 

agreed to serve as a vestry member 
and I served as a co-chair on the 
search committee both of which 
gave me added purpose.  I found 
that I loved the sense of 
community, warmth and friendship.  
I found that my life had been 
changed by this experience.  I found 
joy in organizing meetings and 
working to find a new rector who 
would lead our parish into 
celebrating a new beginning.  I 
found that as an active member of 
this community I was contributing 
to reenergizing its purpose. I found 
that I was not working alone and 
truly believed that I was doing 
God’s work and that it was bringing 
me joy and fulfillment. 

I also found that there was still 
more that I could do.  I contributed 
to funding the addition of air 
conditioning in the chapel and 
making food for Hoboken.  And 
then I realized that I could also 
increase my monetary pledge.  I 
found that I was able to do this and 
still be able to manage all other 
financial obligations.   

So my story, my journey is to simply 
share with you, to encourage you to 
know the joy and happiness that I 
have experienced by giving time, 
talent and treasure to our St. Paul’s 
community.  I do believe that God 
is present in all that we do.   

I arrived at St. Paul’s out of a sense of 
duty and obligation.  My mom was 
baptized an Episcopalian as an adult.  
Her church had recently closed and 
she being the faithful church goer 
needed to meet her own 
responsibilities by attending her 
weekly 8am service.  In the past, I 
would bring her to St. Paul’s during 
the summer for the early service and 
then pick her up and take her home.  
With the onset of Alzheimer’s that 
was no longer possible. So for the 
next two years, we became regular 
attendees of St. Paul’s.  She was 
welcomed every Sunday and began to 
assimilate into her new environment. 
She made friends and created 
memories that remained with her until 
her death.  

Her memorial service was held in the 
chapel and the response from the St. 
Paul’s community was overwhelming. 
I had no idea how the repast would be 
done and Mrs. Nelson assured me that 
everything would be alright and it was.  
I was grateful for the support.        

My mother’s death should have ended 
that obligation.  And for a while, I 
continued to worship out of a sense of 
duty, a way to stay connected or at the 
very least to honor her memory. But 
to my surprise, I found that I not only 
had a need to be a part of this 
community but I wanted to be a part 
of this community.  I wanted to give 
back, wanted to say thank you for 
what had been given to me.  It was 
not enough to be present on Sunday 
mornings, I needed to do more.  I 

Pictures below: silly pictures from the 
Homcoming Sunday photo corner 

I am delighted to welcome Mickey 
McGrath as our new Activities 
Coordinator. She earned a Bachelor of 
Music Education degree from 
Susquehanna University and grew up 
in the chorister program at Grace 
Church in Madison. I am grateful for 
our adult volunteers Carrie Allport 
and Dolores Murray, and to Rafael 
Martinez for his help as a mentor to 
the boys in the choir. Continuing with 
us is Mara O’Kelly, voice instructor 
and Leslie Frost, piano instructor. 

I am pleased to report that nine 
children were able to attend three 
camps (including two RSCM camps 
this summer). I am grateful to the 
many parishioners who gave 
generously to make this possible.  

The children are preparing to sing 
Evensong at Trinity, Asbury Park on 
October 19; St Mark’s, Teaneck on 
October 26; and Christ Church, 
Teaneck on December 7. We have 
also been invited to sing at St 
Bartholomew’s in New York City next 
May. Our enrollment is 30 as of the 
beginning of October.  

We have received substantial support 
this summer from ACTS/VIM of the 
Diocese of Newark, the Cove Point 
Foundation, and Community Chest of 
Englewood. It costs $1,000 to sponsor 
one child for the school, and we are 
grateful your continued support. To 
find out more about how you can be a 
part of this exciting ministry, check 
out our website at www.stpauls-
choirschool.org. 

-Mark Trautman 
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Head of the Church 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Bishop of the Church 
The Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith, Bishop 

The Ministers of the Church 
All the People 

St. Paul’s Staff 
The Rev. William H. Allport II 

Rector &Senior Clergyperson 
The Rev. Joanne O’Neill, Deacon of the Parish 

Kai Alston, Director Christian Formation 
Mark Trautman, Music Director 

Safiyyah Godwin, Temporary Administrator 
Lisa Keenan, Financial Accountant 

Jose Sanchez, Interim Sexton 
Ms. Norma Bonilla, Housekeeper  

Gary Mason & George Gill 
Sunday Sextons 

2014 Vestry 
Senior Warden T. Patrick O’Neil 
Junior Warden Michele Simon 
Treasurer Beverly Lannanman 

Pam Abner, Marian Acquah, Andrea Bills, 
Steve Im, Robin Jackson, Bruce Nelson, 

Coralius Noble, Pete Rhinehart, 
Dawn Baxter Woodhouse 

The Parish Office 
201.568.3276 

Monday—Friday 9 am—1 pm 

About All Souls’ Day 

Taking the Plunge 
Baptisms 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, 
2014, is one of the four principal 
baptismal feasts in the Episcopal 
Church. If you know of anyone who 
desires the sacrament of Baptism, 
please call the Parish Office 
(201.568.3276) or email 
(office@stpaulsenglewood.org) to 
arrange a meeting with Father Bill for 
preparations. 

The next festival observances to 
include baptism for children and 
adults will be 

Sunday, January 11, 2015 
Saturday, April 4, 2015 
Sunday, May 24, 2015 

Our Parish resources currently 
go to following areas: 

Outreach and Mission 7% 
Music 15% 
Education 2% 
Admin 18% 
Buildings 38% 
Clergy 19% 
Program 2% 
Average cost per $2026 

Household (270) 

Our Parish resources come from 
the following sources: 

Parish Stewardship 49% 
Space Usage 39% 
Endowment 12% 

A Glance at our Parish 
Stewardship: 

Pledging Units 79 
2014 Average Pledge $1874 

Did you know? 

St Paul’s has marked the 
“Commemoration of All Faithful 
Departed” at the beginning of 
November since the 1940s.  

We will observe this remembrance on 
Sunday, November 2 at 4 p.m. with 
Choral Evensong presented by the St 
Paul’s Choirs and the Middle and 
High School Choir School students.  

Choral Evensong is the most 
distinctive features of the Anglican 
musical tradition. Choral settings of 
the Magnificat (The Song of Mary) and 
Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) are 
paired together at Evensong to 
illustrate that God’s promise and 
fulfillment of salvation are a never-
ending circle. We will sing Stanford’s 
Evening Canticles in B-flat, first 
performed at St Paul’s in the early 
1900s as well John Tavener’s haunting 
Funeral Ikos, and an excerpt from 
Johannes Brahms’ German Requiem. 
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Behind the Scenes 

Buildings and Grounds 

Chancel Ceiling replastering 
continues. Workers removed all 
plaster down to the wood lathing as 
shown in the picture below. 

 
The annual Fire Inspection for all 
Parish facilities required a great deal of 
preparation seeing to long deferred 
issues. We’ve been given final 
clearance by the inspector! 

 

Vestry 

In September, Vestry focused on 
discernment of details and focus for 
the Parish sesquicentennial in 2015. 
The Vestry received the audit report 
to be posted for the Diocese. Corliss 
Noble will seek individuals to help 
with the Hospitality Committee.  

The Vestry anticipates receiving the 
2015 Plan from the Finance 
Committee to be approved before the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish. On 
Dec 14. The Vestry Nominating 
Committee will be seeking individuals 
for elections to Vestry and Diocesan 
Convention at the Annual Meeting.  

Health Ministry 
Calling all health professionals! Dr. 
Richard Pierson would like to gather 
other health professionals to discern 
the opportunities and skills available 
for mission and service related to 
health and medical needs through our 
Parish for the larger community or 
beyond. Contact Dick by email, 
rnp1@columbia.edu, or speak with 
him on a Sunday! 

Women’s Tea 

 
SAVE THE DATE  

Get to know other women of the 
Parish! All ladies of the church are 
cordially invited to the next LADIES' 
TEA on Sunday, October 26, 2014 at 
9:15 am between services in the 
Reception Room of St. Paul’s Church. 
All ages are welcome! 

Please RSVP to the office by 
Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 
201.568.3276 or 
office@stpaulsenglewood.org. 
(Please indicate if you would like to 
bring a dish to share.) 

Future Ladies' Teas are scheduled to 
take place at the same time 
throughout the year on the last 
Sunday of the month. 

November 30, 2014 
December 28, 2014  

Wednesday Bible Study 
As the temperatures cool and the 
leaves begin to spiral down on the 
wind, we are surrounded by images of 
harvest.  The autumn harvest is also 
one of the most important images of 
the Bible, since a good harvest of 
grain, grapes, and olives meant life for 

Updates from ministries & 
on-going work of the Parish 

Opportunities 
another year for those in the Holy 
Land.  The harvest is used in the 
Bible as an image of God’s love, of 
human justice, and also, 
paradoxically, of judgment and 
destruction.  We will read famous 
passages such as Deuteronomy 26, 
Ruth 2, Matthew 13, and Luke 10.  
For the next several weeks, as the 
leaves turn, we will immerse 
ourselves in the Bible’s words about 
the harvest, and discover what 
harvests remain to be reaped, and 
sown, in our own lives. Wednesday 
nights, 7pm, in the Vestry 
Conference Room. Come join Dr. 
Stewart Moore in a great discussion. 

Thanksgiving 
Community Linner 

St Paul’s has provided a 
Thanksgiving Meal for the wider 
Englewood community, offering a 
place of welcome and warmth for 
those without means, without 
families, or any other reason. Last 
year over 70 people attended. This 
year we need your help if we are 
going to continue this worthwhile 
work of mission and grace to the 
community. The meal will follow 
the 10:30am Thanksgiving Day 
worship. Instead of dinner, we’ll be 
sharing “Linner” (a lunch-dinner). 

We’re praying a new team of 
individuals will join in the joy and 
preparations. Prayerfully consider 
sharing your gifts of leadership to 
guide the preparations, offering 
your gifts of cooking to prepare 
components for the meal, 
expressing your gift of hospitality by 
helping welcome and serve at the 
meal, or showing your gifts of order 
making by helping with set-up or 
clean-up. Speak with Father Bill 
Allport or Kai Alston with your 
interest or questions 
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Oct 12 Family Sunday 
Hoboken Sunday 

Oct 15 7p Pastoral Care Mtg 
Oct 19 9:30a Combined Worship 

10:45a Fall Fest Meal 
Oct 21 Vestry Meeting 
Oct 26 Ladies Tea 
Nov 2 All Saints’ Sunday 

4p All Souls’ Evensong 
Nov 3 7:30p Shawl Ministry 
Nov 9 Family Sunday 

Hoboken Sunday 
4p Music at St Paul’s 

Nov 18 7:30p Vestry 
Nov 27 Thanksgiving Day 

10:30a Worship 
11:45a Community Linner 

Nov 30 First Sunday of Advent 
Dec 6 Advent Quiet Day Retreat 
Dec 14 Annual Meeting of Parish 


