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God's Generosity 
God is a god of abundance, not a god of scarcity.  Jesus reveals to us God's 
abundance when he offers so much bread to the people that there are twelve 
large baskets with leftover scraps (see John 6:5-15), and when he makes his 
disciples catch so many fish that their boat nearly sinks (Luke 5:1-7).  God 
doesn't give us just enough. God gives us more than enough:  more bread 
and fish than we can eat, more love than we dared to ask for. 

God is a generous giver, but we can only see and enjoy God's generosity 
when we love God with all of our hearts, minds, and strength.  As long as we 
say, "I will love you, God, but first show me your generosity," we will 
remain distant from God and unable to experience what God truly wants to 
give us, which is life and life in abundance. 

- Henri J. M. Nouwen 

Ask yourself and one another…. 
How has God been abundant in my life? How has God been abundant in your life?  

Can you see the overflowing grace God puts in your life? 
Send answers or pictures to revballport@stpaulsenglewood.org 

or post on Facebook or Instagram with #abundancenow 

Mark Your Calendars 
Spt 8 

Spt 13-14  

Oct 5 

Oct 19 

Choir School Begins 
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesdays 

Homecoming Weekend 
9/13 Dinner Dance, 6:30-10p 
9/14 Sunday Fun!  
Ice Cream Social and Bounce House 

St Francis Blessing of the Animals  
4pm Evensong 

All Parish Festive Meal 

Parish Autumn Workday 
Oct 25 

Celebrate God’s Abundance!! 

Nov 2 
All Souls’ Day 
4pm Evensong 

Nov 27 
Thanksgiving Day 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Community Linner 

Nov 30 
First Sunday of Advent 
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For he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things. 

Whoever is wise will ponder these 
things, and consider well the mercies 

of the LORD. 
(Psalm 107: 69, 43) 

By virtue of our Baptism, we 
are all called to serve Christ and 
take His message into the world. 
We are given the chance to 
respond to God’s work. 

As we look to a new ministry 
year, let this year be significant. 
Let this year be the year that our 
faith is more than Sunday 
morning. Take a chance to really 
respond to God this year. Take 
the chance and answer God’s call. 

office, or the factory, on the farm, 
in retirement—all these situations 
are places of loving service and 
ministry, if what is done is done with 
intentionality, mindfulness and love 
rooted in, and following, the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

The writings of the New 
Testament speak about the “Way” 
as a code word for the manner of 
life of a disciple of Jesus. This word 
conveys a sense of movement, of 
walking a path to God guided by 
the Spirit. The community of 
Christians, the Church, has the  
responsibility to be your support 
and strength along the Way. 

At St. Paul’s, we want to 
provide resources for you to express 
the ministry to which God calls 
you. We want to give you the 
opportunity to explore and express 
your gifts and talents for God’s 
ministry to the world. 

Our calling, our living, and 
loving of God is all a response. We 
do and are because God has already 
done and been for us in Jesus 
Christ. You don’t need a seminary 
education or an officious title, you 
simply need to respond to God’s 
already acting love. Hear more of 
the Psalm…. 

They cried to the LORD in their 
trouble, and he delivered them from 

their distress. 
He put their feet on a straight path to 
go to a city where they might dwell. 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for 
his mercy and the wonders he does for 

his children. 

Ruminations from the Rector 
The Rev. William H. Allport, II 

Remembering what 
really matters… 

Don’t we all want our faith to 
be an alive and integral part of our 
whole week, not just Sundays? In 
our search, we investigate what 
course to take, what book to read, 
or what prayer to say that will 
make this transformation happen. 

The pattern of our seeking 
calls to my mind a few words from 
Brother Lawrence, the 17th 
Century Carmelite monk. 

People seek methods of learning 
to know God. Is it not much 
shorter and more direct to simply 
do everything for the love of 
Him? There is no finesse about 
it. One only has to do it 
generously and simply. 
(Practicing the Presence of God) 

Our search for a faith that 
delivers meaning and purpose gets 
caught up in the knowing of 
information instead of the shaping 
of our lives and faith to be in the 
world. We lose track of the words 
we hear in the Psalms. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good, and his mercy endures for ever. 

(Psalm 107:1) 

God calls us to be people of 
God’s ways—love, hope, 
relationship, and mercy. A key 
expression of our lives of faith as 
we are moved and beckoned by 
God’s capacious action is vocation. 
Each of us has a vocation, a calling 
to service or ministry from God, 
and not just on Sundays nor solely 
for the people we like. 

At home, at school, in the 
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motets, Anglican anthems, gospel 
and spirituals, and more. The 
Choir sings three Sundays per 
month as well as holy days and 
concerts with orchestra. New 
members are always welcome, 
and an informal audition is 
recommended. Rehearsals are 
Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

St Paul’s Choir School 

Our afterschool music program began 
its third year with choral evensong and a 
supper on September 8. We offer free 
music education and performance 
opportunities for girls and boys, ages 8 
through high school. We are tuition-
free, and choristers are paid stipends 
that increase as they advance. We accept 
children from Englewood and the 
surrounding towns, all economic 
circumstances and all faith traditions—
all are welcome. Choristers need not be 
members of St. Paul’s; they must only 
agree to rehearse and perform as 
scheduled. More than thirty children 
gather every week on Mondays and 
Wednesdays afterschool for tutoring, 

homework help, voice and piano 
lessons and choir rehearsal. 
Elementary Choir (ages 8 through 
grade 6) meets from 4:15-5; 
Middle/High School Choir meets 
from 5:15 to 6 p.m. Find out more 
about us at www.stpauls-
choirschool.org. 

Summer Choir Thanks 

Every summer, a small group of 
dedicated singers gather on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 in Parish Hall to 
prepare a short anthem for the 10:30 
service. Many thanks to all who have 
participated in this ministry over the 
summer.  

We love to sing! 

This month 
brings opportunities for blessings, 

learning and building community! 

Around the Diocese 

Adults who lead church youth in 
grades 6-12 (youth ministers) are 
invited to a Diocesan Youth Ministers’ 
gathering on Saturday, September 27th 
from 10:00AM-12:30PM.  This is a 
wonderful chance to learn from each 
other, and find out about resources 
available from the Diocese, our camp 
and other groups.  This gathering is 
free but please RSVP to Kai at 
kalston@dioceseofnewark.org by 
September 23rd so she can bring 
enough refreshments.  For more 
information ask Kai or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/youthmingat.  

Sunday School, Youth & Families 

Pictures from top to bottom: Choir School & 
St Paul’s Choristers sing at the Spring 
Concert. Day campers in the Parish Hall. 
Samples of day camper art projects. 

Join a choir at St Paul’s 

The beginning of the new school year 
brings a new season of choir for all ages 
at St Paul’s. Our choral program 
embraces singers and instrumentalists 
from the fourth grade onwards, and 
provides a rich offering of music for 
our worship and for the community. 
We seek to uplift the spiritual life of 
our community through high quality 
choral music, providing musical 
education to singers through a 
structured choral music program. 
Please take a look below; there’s an 
opportunity for everyone to 
participate!  

St Paul’s Choir 

St. Paul’s Choir is a semi-professional 
ensemble of adult and high school 
singers who provide choral leadership 
at the 10:30 am Eucharist, Evensongs, 
and other major festivals throughout 
the academic year. Our repertoire 
ranges from chant to Renaissance 

Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to a 
weekend getaway offered by the Diocese 
called Christophany on October 17th-
19th.  This is a great chance for youth to 
make new friends, play games, do crafts 
and explore their faith in a fun 
atmosphere.  Christophany will take 
place at Christ Church in Bloomfield.  
The fee for registrations received by the 
September 19th early bird deadline is 
$69.  After that the fee is $84.  The 
general registration deadline is October 
3rd.  Kai will be there and she hopes 
many of our youth will be too!   

For more information ask Kai or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/christophany-15 

Sunday School 

Sunday School begins on September 21! 
We gather at 10:15 with prayers and 
song with Fr. Bill. We share our lessons 
and discussion and then join our 
families for worship. 

Parents Seminar 

St Paul’s is in the stages of planning a 
seasonal Weeknight Parents Forum. 
Keep watch for more details. 

Confirmation 

Youth in eighth grade and older are 
welcome to prepare for confirmation. 
Classes will begin in October. Speak 
with Kai or Fr Bill if you are 
interested. 



 

 

THE MESSENGER SEPTEMBER 2014 

4 

Choir School 
Our Choir School is always in need to 
able adults to help with after-school 
activities for the choristers. You can 
help with homework, games, special 
activities, snacks and meals. Speak with 
Mark Trautman for details. 

 
Hoboken Feeding 

St Paul’s has been volunteering for over 
30 years with the help of cooks, and 
drivers to take and serve warm meals to 
the homeless in Hoboken. We have a 
schedule lead by specific ministry 
groups. This is the remainder of the 
schedule for 2014: September 14 - 
Church School; October 12 – Choir; 
November 9 - Lay Pastoral Visitors; 
and December 14 - Eucharistic 
Ministers. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help drive and serve the 
dinners on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month. Speak with Gary Mason with 
your interest or questions. 

 
Family Promise 

Family Promise is hosted by First 
Presbyterian Church here in Englewood. 
St. Paul’s is one of a number of support 
churches that volunteers twice a year. 
Families are moved every week or two to 
a hosting church while the supporting 
churches cook and are over-night host 
during their stay. Family Promise helps 
homeless and low-income families 
achieve sustainable independence by 
providing safe places to stay as families 
gain resources to move out on their 
own. There are about 4-5 families in the 
program at anytime during the year; our 
commitments are 2-3 nights in July and 
December. We have enough volunteers 
to cook, but we need more volunteers to 
be overnight hosts. Speak with Gary 
Mason with your interest or questions. 

Thanksgiving Day & “Linner” 
St Paul’s has provided a Thanksgiving 
Meal for the wider Englewood 
community, offering a place of welcome 
and warmth for those without means, 

Ways to Serve 

without families, or any other reason. 
Last year over 70 people attended. 
This year we need your help if we are 
going to continue this worthwhile 
work of mission and grace to the 
community. The meal will follow the 
10:30am Thanksgiving Day worship. 
Instead of dinner, we’ll be sharing 
“Linner” (a lunch-dinner). 

We’re praying a new team of 
individuals will join in the joy and 
preparations. Prayerfully consider 
sharing your gifts of leadership to 
guide the preparations, offering your 
gifts of cooking to prepare 
components for the meal, expressing 
your gift of hospitality by helping 
welcome and serve at the meal, or 
showing your gifts of order making by 
helping with set-up or clean-up. Speak 
with Father Bill Allport or Kai Alston 
with your interest or questions. 

Behind the Scenes – from the Vestry 
As the Vestry reconvenes, attention in 
the Fall months will be focused on: 
• Providing vision and charge for 

150th Anniversary Committee 
• Supporting the ministry of the 

Stewardship Team 
• Building & finalizing 2015 Parish 

Budget 
• Seeking nominees for Parish 

leadership 
• Checking in with Ministry Areas 

and Ministry Groups 

While summer months may be 
considered lean for the Parish, we are 
happy to say that expenses have been 
managed with a great deal of care. 

Coupled with the faithful stewardship 
(time, talents, and treasure) of many 
we have an even better financial status 
that we planned for. Stewardship is 
8% above budget. Expenses are 
currently 9% below budget. While 
major capital improvements have been 
undertaken for the Historic Sanctuary 
and Rectory, major work has not as of 
yet been required for any roofs, 
boilers, or other major projects. 
Current financial information is 
always posted on the Parish bulletin 
boards. 

Please feel free to speai with Vestry 
Member, the Treasurer, the Wardens, or 
the Rector with questions or concerns. 

Pictures top to bottom: Day campers sharing an 
outdoor game. Name tags ready in the Atrium 
Stairwell 
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Women’s Tea 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

To get to know Carrie Allport, all 
ladies of the church are cordially 
invited to the first LADIES' TEA on 
Sunday, September 28, 2014 at 9:15 
am between services in the Reception 
Room of St. Paul’s Church. All ages are 
welcome! 

Please RSVP to the office by 
Thursday,  September 25, 2014 at 
201/568-3276 or 
office@stpaulsenglewood.org. 
(Please indicate if you would like to 
bring a dish to share.) 

Future Ladies' Tea Parties are 
scheduled to take place at the same 
time throughout the year on the last 
Sunday of the month. 

• October 26, 2014 
• November 30, 2014 
• December 28, 2014  

Adult Formation 
With September comes a new year for 
ways you can grow and deepen your 
knowledge and understanding of your 
faith. 

Wednesday Night Study, 7pm 
Bible Study with Dr. Stewart Moore, 
Vestry Conference Room. Stewart 
specializes in Old Testament studies. 
This gathering affords time for 
discussion and dialogue with a 
knowledgeable scholar and great 
teacher.  

Sunday Adult Forum, 9:15am 
A variety of series take place during the 
year each week. The series scheduled 
for this Fall include: 

• Can My Work Be “Good”?: 
Understanding Where and 

How God Calls Us for Daily 
Living and Work 

• The Power and Place of 
Communal Prayer 

• Advent Intergenerational 
Activities 

Garden Ministry 
You may have noticed the appearance of 
flowers on the grounds of St. Paul’s.  It 
began with the Memorial Garden and 
then extended to other areas.  To 
continue this work a Garden Club has 
been formed.   

This is a “hands-on” group.  But we will 
be gathering soon to formulate some 
plans for next year with an eye towards 
the future.  Creative ideas are needed for 
areas such as entrances to church and 
buildings, streetscape, borders to 
parking lot and driveway, etc.  You will 
be able to follow-through on your idea.   

If you are someone  
• with a garden of your own and 

want to contribute your 
expertise  

• who’s been wanting to tend a 
garden  

• who wants to be creative and 
experience the 
healing/nurturing benefits of 
the gardening experience 

• who wants to have fun and be 
part of this exciting new 
ministry,   

Contact Deacon Joanne and provide her 
with your contact information. 

 
The concept of groups of women 
sewing, quilting, or knitting for the 
benefit of those in need is as old as 
womankind itself.  Shawls… especially 
those knit in an atmosphere of prayer - 

serve to wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, 
give solace, mother, hug, shelter and 
beautify.  As such they are symbolic of 
an inclusive, unconditionally Loving 
God.  Those who receive these shawls 
are uplifted and affirmed; those who 
knit shawls are uplifted and affirmed.     

We meet every first Monday of the 
month in the reception room at 7:30 
pm.   All you need is 3 skeins of Lion 
Brand “Homespun” yarn and size 13 
needles, which can be purchased at 
Michael’s or A.C. Moore.  Beginners 
are welcomed; instruction is available. 

If you have further questions, please 
contact either Deacon Joanne or 
Bernice Nelson.   

Likewise, please let us know if you 
would like to receive a shawl either for 
yourself or someone else.  Shawls will 
be blessed the second Sunday of every 
month. 

Come be part of it of this beautiful 
expression and extension of pastoral 
care  

Name Tags 
As we begin a new ministry year, we 
begin an intentional process to 
welcome one another, old and new. 

Name tags are found in the Atrium 
Stairwell, arranged alphabetically by 
first name. If you don’t have a name 
tag, drop a pink request slip into the 
offering plate or return baskets. Your 
name tag will be ready for the next 
Sunday. If you meet a new comer, 
encourage them to ask for a name tag. 

Please be gracious and wear your name 
tag. It’s a great help to those that may 
have difficulty remembering names 
and for newcomers to know your 
name. 

Don’t forget to leave your name tags 
in the return baskets set at each door. 
Your name tag will be placed in the 
Atrium for you for next Sunday. 

New Happenings With the arrival of September, we begin a ministry 
year! Here are highlights to some new areas of ministry 
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Staffing and Administry Updates 

bid thanks to Chelsea 
Martinez summer 
administrative help, 
particularly as we began 
the much needed and 
exhaustive 
reorganization and reconfiguration of 
facilities and admininistrative materials. 

Safiyyah Godwin joins us temporarily 
for September and October to move the 
transitions along in preparation of our 
the hiring of the next individuals to 

As we continue our new ministry 
transitions, we have had shifts in the 
administrative staffing for the Parish. 

In June, we bid great thanks to Azim 
Mayadas for his six years of service as 
Parish Administrator. Azim’s 
faithfulness and personal knowledge of 
the Parish from years as warden and 
vestry member were a gift during the 
interim period. 

With the start of the Fall semester, we 

Several projects have been under or 
initiated during the summer months. 

Parish volunteers have been a huge help 
in reconfiguring and organizing space 
and storage in the Parish House. The 
first floor offices have been 
reconfigured. The library relocation to 
the first floor has begun with the sorting 
of old volumes. First floor storage spaces 
have been cleaned and reorganized. 

The roof and gutters were replaced on 
the Parish House entrance from the 
main parking lot. 

Renovations to the Rectory kitchen near 
completion. 

Work on the chancel ceiling of the 
Historic Sanctuary has begun, as well as 
long discussed relocation of pews to 
allow access for wheelchairs and 
improved movement during worship. 

Join us on October 25, 9am-2pm for the 
next Parish Work Day as we see to 
interior work in the Parish House. 

Buildings and Grounds Work 

Above: Safiyyah Godwin in our reconfigured 
front office. 

Picture (clockwise from top left): Rebuilding the 
roof and gutters over the Parish House entrance. 
Just a sampling of the thirty years of materials 
cleaned out from the Parish Hall. The Rectory 
kitchen under renovation. Adjusting pew 
placement to allow space for access challenged. 
Scaffolding for the chancel ceiling repairs.  

fulfill our ministry support needs in 
the administrative and facility areas. 
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Upcoming Calendar 
Sun, 9-7 Blessing of Backpacks 

Mon, 9-8 3:30pm First Day of Choir School 

Mon, 9-8 7:30pm Shawl Min 

Sat, 9-13 6:30pm Homecoming Dinner Dance 

Homecoming Sunday 
Sun, 9-14 

6pm Hoboken Feeding 

Tue, 9-16 7:30pm Vestry Meeting 

Sun, 9-28 9:15am Ladies’ Tea 

Sun, 10-5 4pm Blessing of the Animals 

Mon, 10-6 7:30pm Shawl Min 

Sun, 10-12 4pm Music at St  Paul's 

Children & Youth Sunday 
Sun, 10-12 

6pm Hoboken Feeding 

Sun, 10-19  Stewardship Festive Meal 

Tue, 10-21 7:30pm Vestry Meeting 

Sat, 10-25 9am Parish Work Day 

Sun, 10-26 9:15am Ladies’ Tea 

 

Birthdays 

I am in the hospital or cannot get out 
...or...I wish to receive visitation or 
communion when illness keeps me 
away... 

The clergy and people from St. Paul’s 
are always willing and hoping to visit 
you when in the hospital or home 
bound (temporarily or permanently). 
We need to know of your needs! Due to 
federal privacy regulations, the church 
only knows about your illness if you or 
your family calls. 

I need to plan a baptism, wedding or 
funeral...or...when an unexpected 
death occurs... 

The Parish Office has materials, request 
forms, and printed procedures and 
policies to help you in preparing for or 
planning through these significant 
points in our lives. Materials will be 
available in the links section of our 
website as the site is updated. In all 
occasions it is always good to plan 
ahead. You can even plan for your 
funeral with a pre-need packet. 

What should we do when…..? 

7-Sep Peter Ford 
8-Sep Ojingo Nneka Iwuagwu, Collette Neils 

Tony Carrington 
10-Sep Justin Cloud 
11-Sep Daphne Hall, Patricia Ford 
12-Sep Ben Sifuentes-Jauregui 
14-Sep Kaeside Iwuagwu, Arlene McDermott 
15-Sep Kitty Pierson 
16-Sep Ms. Janice Walker 
17-Sep Mr. Norman Davis 
18-Sep Fredelia Smith, Amy Gambrill 
22-Sep Nicole Akwei, Dick Pierson 
23-Sep Karlan McCarthy 
25-Sep Enrico DiGiovanni 
26-Sep Margaret Moran 
27-Sep Brandon Larkin, Brendan O'Neil 
28-Sep Carrie Allport, Beatriz Cuan, Aaron Forste 
29-Sep Chibuzor Iwuagwu 
30-Sep Ginny Hofmann, Jainakee Saroop 
2-Oct Michelle Moody, Michael Huggins 
3-Oct Bill Payne 
7-Oct Nagelia Harrison 
9-Oct Maggie Allport 
10-Oct Dorothy Campoli, Beverley Lannaman 
13-Oct Enginna Iwuagwu, Tina Perkins 
14-Oct Sofia Figueroa 
15-Oct John Bullough 
16-Oct Phillip Dias 

Saturday Evening Vespers & Eucharist 
Please take note that for the present time, the 

Saturday evening gathering for Vespers and Holy 
Eucharist will be suspended to provide time to 

reexamine the planning and vision for this specific 
worship gathering. 

We wish to use the parish hall and 
kitchen for a personal event 
or...when a group wishes to use our 
facilities... 

The Parish Hall, Parish facilities, and 
kitchen usage policies and applications 
are available from the Parish Office. 
Nominal fees for cleaning and 
materials are requested. Space usage is 
subject to approval. Community 
groups interested in recurrent space 
usage may discuss the Parish Office. 

The Parish Office 
201.568.3276 

Monday—Friday 9 am—1 pm 



 

 

113 Engle Street 
Englewood, New Jersey 07631 

 
The Messenger September 2014 

ST PAUL’S CHURCH IN ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
WWW.STPAULSENGLEWOOD.ORG 

Address Label Here 

SEPTEMBER 13 2014 
6:30-10pm 

ST PAUL’S PARISH HALL 
Live DJ 

Dinner includes Broiled fish dinner 
OR Broiled Chicken dinner with 
Rice, Pasta, Green Beans Broccoli, 

and Desert 
Dinner at 8:30PM with light music 
while you eat. Followed by dancing 
Please get your tickets early: Adults-- 
$30.00 in advance, $35.00 at the 

door; Children under 12years--$5.00 

Sunday September 14 
Homecoming Sunday 

Ice Cream Social, Bounce 
House 

following the 10:30am 
Worship 

Invite your friends, the kids 
on the block, the person in 
line at Shop Rite! Bring your 
family and celebrate God’s 
Abundance with Us! 

Head of the Church 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Bishop of the Church 
The Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith, Bishop 

The Ministers of the Church 
All the People 

St. Paul’s Staff 
The Rev. William H. Allport II, Rector 

The Rev. Joanne O’Neill, Deacon of the Parish 
Kai Alston, Director Christian Formation 

Mark Trautman, Music Director 
Safiyyah Godwin, Temporary Administrator 

Lisa Keenan, Financial Accountant 
Jose Sanchez, Interim Sexton 

Ms. Norma Bonilla, Housekeeper  
Gary Mason & George Gill, Sunday Sextons 

2014 Vestry 
Senior Warden T. Patrick O’Neil 
Junior Warden Michele Simon 
Treasurer Beverly Lannanman 

Pam Abner, Marian Acquah, Andrea Bills, 
Steve Im, Robin Jackson, Bruce Nelson, 

Coralius Noble, Pete Rhinehart, 
Dawn Baxter Woodhouse 


